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CO PY  E D I T I N G
CO N T EST

REGION 2024
This test is produced, and should be graded,  

using the 2022-2024 Associated Press Stylebook, 56th edition, 
in print or updated on or before June 1, 2022, online.

Students may use the AP Stylebook, dictionary and/or thesaurus  
during the exam.

FOR JUDGE’S USE 

Points from PART 1

__________________ 
POINTS/15

Points from PART 2

__________________ 
POINTS/10

__________________ 
TOTAL POINTS 

FINAL PLACE

__________________ 
FINAL PLACE

Part 3 is used ONLY in case of 
tie. Rank the papers in order, 
but do not assign points.

There should be no ties.
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R ECO M M E N D E D 
E D I T I N G  M A R KS

Students should use clearly understood editing symbols. 

Students will NOT be penalized for using other symbols. It is up to the 
judges to determine if marks are “clearly understood.”

indent for paragraph

paragraph

no paragraph

transpose

use figures

spell out

abbreviate

don’t abbreviate

uppercase

lowercase

remove space

insert space

ignore correction

insert word

delete

insert comma

insert apostrophe

insert quotation marks

insert period

insert hyphen

insert dash

Spelling errors should be corrected, 
not simply marked for correction.

LEAGUETOWN, TEXAS — The organization 

said Thursday. It was the first and last 

attempts.

With this the president tried 

the Jones Smith company is not 

over a period of sixty or more years

there were 5 in the group.

former Captain Kirk attended

The Ala. man was the guest of

king charles said it was his

as a result This will be

the ac cuser pointed to them

Inthese times it is necessary

The order for the later devices

The ruling a fine example

according to the this source.

’

,

=

.

“ ”

—

misspelled
mispeled
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CO PY  E D I T I N G  CO N T E ST
REGION 2024 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. A state district judge ordered voting locations to stay open until  

eight pm / 8 p.m. / 8 P.M. / 8 o’clock in the evening.

2. Texans endured a power blackout in Feb. 2021 / Feb., 2021 / February 2021.

3. Hong Kong will ban CBD / cannabidiol derived from the cannabis plant.

4. Frozen no-crust peanut-butter-and-jelly / PB&J sandwiches are for sale online.

5. The rent is three weeks / week’s / weeks’ overdue.

6. My daughter-in-law’s / daughter in law’s name is Meghan.

7. The Sheriff/ sheriff pulled me over last weekend.

8. In type 2 / Type 2 / Type two / type two diabetes, cells don’t respond to insulin 

appropriately.

9. Hundreds of  homes were destroyed in a wildfire that engulfed about  

1.7 square miles / 4.5 square kilometers / 1,088 acres.

10. The five-year-old / 5-year-old dachshund mix had three puppies.

11. Dozens of transgender people in Florida have turned to crowdfunding / 

crowdsourcing / bootstrapping appeals to help them leave the state.

12. The biannual / semiannual / biennial Texas Legislature will meet until May 19.

13. The price of a first-class stamp is $0.63 / 63¢ / 63 cents.

14. Turning in the essay a day late will not be all right / alright.

15. Elon Musk threw down the gantlet / gamut / gauntlet and Mark Zuckerberg 

accepted.
TOTAL ______/15



 CO N T ESTA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

POINTS

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

TOTAL ______/10

UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2024
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, 
grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. 
Spelling errors should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four 
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will 
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. The Group of Twenty members, leaders of countries that account for more than 

4/5ths of Gross World Product, said the impacts of climate change will be much 

lower if the average increase in global temperature can be held to 2.7˚F by 2050.

2. My rescue golden labrador fell a sleep in my lap the construction kept me a woke.

3. Pope Francis 3-hour surgery raised a question about what happens to papal power 

when a Pope is unconscious or otherwise incapacitated and cannot lead the Catholic 

church.

4. At the present time, N.Y. Gov. Kathy Hochul said legislators have not made a 

decision to allow fracking. Hochul made the statement at her premier performance 

as the state’s first female governor standing behind a podium still marked with 

campaign logos.

5. Lead by Marcus Semien with a .282 batting average starting his fifth year on the 

major-league team, the Rangers, having the home field advantage, beat the Cubs  

3 to 0 after a triple play in the ninth inning.
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UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2024
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear and to eliminate wordiness 
as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make 
notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED 
ONLY TO BREAK TIES BUT IS REQUIRED. In the event of a tie, if you do not make any effort on Part 3, your entire 
entry will be DISQUALIFIED.

You are editing for the April 27, 2024, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown, Texas.

State Auditors said the Texas Education Agency seriously mismanaged the processes of 

procuring two major education contracts over the last couple years, including a no bid special 

education contract that lost the State more than $2,000,000.

In an audit released on the morning of Wednesday, April 24, 2024, the State Auditor’s Office 

reviewed the education agencys work and found it failed to clearly follow all the required steps 

before offering a no bid $4.4 million contract to SPEDx, which was hired to analyze how schools 

serve students with disabilities and help create a long-term Special Education plan for the State.

“The Texas Education Agency first initiated a top-to-bottom review of contract processes 

in Nov. of last year. It has resulted in a massive set of process changes, personnel actions, and 

steps to address proper documentation,” Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath, a 

former member of the Dallas Independent School District’s board of trustees, in a statement 

this week said. “The changes we are making are designed to insure an agency culture of efficent 

compliance”.

State auditors also said that the Texas Education Agency failed to “identify and address a 

preexisting professional relationship” between a SPEDx subcontractor and the agency’s “primary 

decision maker” for the contract. Peggy Castle — that decision maker and the agency’s Deputy 

Commissioner of Academics — did not disclose that she had received professional development 

training from the person who ultimately became a subcontractor on the project.

State auditors also found serious and unforgivable mistakes with a contract awarded this 

January, this time for a clearly incompetent company that helped develop the agency’s new  

Web site for presenting school districts’ accountability ratings in a more user friendly format.

Modified from a Sept. 5, 2018, story by Aliyya Swaby, “State audit finds serious flaws in Texas Education Agency contracting process” 
available online at https://www.texastribune.org/2018/09/05/state-audit-finds-serious-flaws-texas-education-agency-contracting-pro/



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

CO PY  E D I T I N G  CO N T E ST
REGION 2024 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

Notes for judges

No. 3 — CBD Acceptable in all 
references to cannabidiol.

No. 9 — Use square miles to 
describe the size of fires.

Tips for judges

Part 1
There is some subjectivity 
involved in all editing. If you 
find an error in the answer key, 
report it to the UIL office

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. A state district judge ordered voting locations to stay open until  

eight pm / 8 p.m. / 8 P.M. / 8 o’clock in the evening.

2. Texans endured a power blackout in Feb. 2021 / Feb., 2021 / February 2021.

3. Hong Kong will ban CBD / cannabidiol derived from the cannabis plant.

4. Frozen no-crust peanut-butter-and-jelly / PB&J sandwiches are for sale online.

5. The rent is three weeks / week’s / weeks’ overdue.

6. My daughter-in-law’s / daughter in law’s name is Meghan.

7. The Sheriff / sheriff pulled me over last weekend.

8. In type 2 / Type 2 / Type two / type two diabetes, cells don’t respond to insulin 

appropriately.

9. Hundreds of  homes were destroyed in a wildfire that engulfed about  

1.7 square miles / 4.5 square kilometers / 1,088 acres.

10. The five-year-old / 5-year-old dachshund mix had three puppies.

11. Dozens of transgender people in Florida have turned to crowdfunding / 

crowdsourcing / bootstrapping appeals to help them leave the state.

12. The biannual / semiannual / biennial Texas Legislature will meet until May 19.

13. The price of a first-class stamp is $0.63 / 63¢ / 63 cents.

14. Turning in the essay a day late will not be all right / alright.

15. Elon Musk threw down the gantlet / gamut / gauntlet and Mark Zuckerberg 

accepted.



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

1. The Group of Twenty members, leaders of countries that account for more than 

4/5ths of Gross World Product, said the impacts of climate change will be much 

lower if the average increase in global temperature can be held to 2.7˚F by 2050.

2. My rescue golden labrador fell a sleep in my lap the construction kept me a woke.

3. Pope Francis 3-hour surgery raised a question about what happens to papal power 

when a Pope is unconscious or otherwise incapacitated and cannot lead the Catholic 

church.

4. At the present time, N.Y. Gov. Kathy Hochul said legislators have not made a 

decision to allow fracking. Hochul made the statement at her premier performance 

as the state’s first female governor standing behind a podium still marked with 

campaign logos.

5. Lead by Marcus Semien with a .282 batting average starting his fifth year on the 

major-league team, the Rangers, having the home field advantage, beat the Cubs  

3 to 0 after a triple play in the ninth inning.

Notes to judges

No. 1 – Students may change 
four-fifths to 80%.

No. 2 — There are several 
ways the student may solve 
the problem of the run-on 
sentence. 

No. 4 – “Premier” is spelled 
wrong. It should be “premiere.” 
Students should at least fix 
that. They can also change 
it to a less wordy and more 
straightforward phrase as 
indicated here.

lectern, podium, pulpit, 
rostrum  A speaker stands 
behind a lectern, on a podium 
or rostrum, or in the pulpit. The 
student could fix the sentence 
to read that the governor stood 
on a podium.

No. 5 — “…the Cubs 3-0…” 
There should be no spaces 
surrounding a hyphen.

Tips for judges

Part 2

There are four errors per item. 

If fixing one error creates 
another, it counts as one. 

There is some subjectivity in 
all editing. If a student finds 
another “error” or rewrites 
a sentence, the judges will 
have to consider how to award 
points.

This section is worth a 
maximum of 10 points.

UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2024
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, 
grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. 
Spelling errors should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four 
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will 
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

degrees Fahrenheit

’

, but the

first appearance

=

lectern

awake

wordy

=



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

State Auditors said the Texas Education Agency seriously mismanaged the processes of 

procuring two major education contracts over the last couple years, including a no bid special 

education contract that lost the State more than $2,000,000.

In an audit released on the morning of Wednesday, April 24, 2024, the State Auditor’s Office 

reviewed the education agencys work and found it failed to clearly follow all the required steps 

before offering a no bid $4.4 million contract to SPEDx, which was hired to analyze how schools 

serve students with disabilities and help create a long-term Special Education plan for the State.

“The Texas Education Agency first initiated a top-to-bottom review of contract processes 

in Nov. of last year. It has resulted in a massive set of process changes, personnel actions, and 

steps to address proper documentation,” Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath, a 

former member of the Dallas Independent School District’s board of trustees, in a statement 

this week said. “The changes we are making are designed to insure an agency culture of efficent 

compliance”.

State auditors also said that the Texas Education Agency failed to “identify and address a 

preexisting professional relationship” between a SPEDx subcontractor and the agency’s “primary 

decision maker” for the contract. Peggy Castle — that decision maker and the agency’s Deputy 

Commissioner of Academics — did not disclose that she had received professional development 

training from the person who ultimately became a subcontractor on the project.

State auditors also found serious and unforgivable mistakes with a contract awarded this 

January, this time for a clearly incompetent company that helped develop the agency’s new  

Web site for presenting school districts’ accountability ratings in a more user friendly format.

Modified from a Sept. 5, 2018, story by Aliyya Swaby, “State audit finds serious flaws in Texas Education Agency contracting process” 
available online at https://www.texastribune.org/2018/09/05/state-audit-finds-serious-flaws-texas-education-agency-contracting-pro/

UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2024
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear and to eliminate wordiness 
as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make 
notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED 
ONLY TO BREAK TIES BUT IS REQUIRED. In the event of a tie, if you do not make any effort on Part 3, your entire 
entry will be DISQUALIFIED.

You are editing for the April 27, 2024, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown, Texas.

Notes for judges

¶2 — State Auditor’s Office is 
the proper name of the office.

¶3 — There are several ways to 
fix the problem, but the verb 
of attribution, “said,” is too far 
away from the subject.

¶5 — The opinion in this 
paragraph, while loosely 
attributed to the auditors, goes 
overboard.

Three paragraphs begin with 
“State auditors… .” It would 
be ideal to break that up 
somehow. The final paragraph 
is also unrelated to the other 
paragraphs and could probably 
use a better transition to make 
that clear.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ranked to break 
a tie in the combined scores of 
parts 1 and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the 
papers of students who tied, 
ranking them accordingly.

When judging Part 3, holistically 
read the changes the student 
indicated starting with the 
highest level of editing.

• Highest level: Are there any 
legal or ethical issues with 
the story?

• Middle level: Does the story 
use the right sources? Does 
it flow? 

• Lowest level: Grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, style

of

’

million

website

efficient

=

= passive

to

said

=

opinion

opinion

ensure




