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 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. Five students were selected as Gates Millennium / Millenium Scholars.

2. Global average temperatures in Feb. / February were 2.05 degrees Fahrenheit above average 

and slightly higher than in the previous month.

3. After earning his bachelor’s / bachelors’ / bachelors in history, he found himself  working the 

same $7.25-an-hour waiter job he had had in high school.

4. The holiday break over Christmas / Xmas was cut short due to the pandemic.

5. The percentage of  students who said they felt safe at school dropped 4 percentage points to 

87 % / percent this year.

6. The ceremony began promptly at 12 o’clock / 12 p.m. / 12:00 p.m. / noon.

7. The Legislative Budget Board has a new Director / director: Jerry McGinty.

8. The new playoff / play-off / play off format increases the postseason to 16 teams.

9. Somebody has said that every great poem is a poem of  occassion / occasion.

10. But in retrospect, the movie may just have been ahead of  it’s / its / its’ time.

11. The symphony orchestra is often just as packed onstage as in its / their auditorium.

12. The House approved the bill to assure equal pay for equal work,  

regardless / irregardless of  the gender of  the worker.

13. Biden and Trump say their / they’re fighting for America’s “soul.” 

14. Only three / 3 people were present at the time of  the attack.

15. The hockey team went further / farther than any other team in school history.

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
I N V I TAT I O N A L  B  2 0 2 1 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.



 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2021
Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in 
wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. 
Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider only the first four corrections 
marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first 
lady” will be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. Aviation entrepreneurs, investors, and leaders in the future of  flight 

convened at a north Texas ranch Mar. 5 to work towards a shared  

goal. Making it possible for more people to soar through the skies.

2. “Well, were not trying to bring peace to the Middle East”, said David 

Barkan, who volunteers as the chief  executive of  Ultimate Peace, which 

sponsored the camp. Still, attendees struggled in order to imagine how 

frisbee  might succeed where diplomacy had failed.

3. House speaker Nancy Pelosi ruled out censoring President Donald Trump  

as an alternative too starting impeachment proceedings

4. The accelerating affects of  climate change have forced the wine industry  

to take decisive steps to counter or adapt to the shifts. For example,  

Wine makers are growing grapes in places once considered to cold  

for fine wines.

5. Jerry Jeff  Walker, who moved to Austin after becoming famous with the 

song Mr. Bojangles and helped change the music landscape in the 1970’s,  

passed away after an extended battle with throat cancer. He was 78.

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2
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0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

TOTAL ______/10



 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2021
Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate 
wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to 
rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or 
additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Friday, Feb. 12, 2021.

WASHINGTON — People warned Marc Benioff, the billionaire chief  executive 

of  Salesforce, to not bother talking to the White House about global warming.  

But Mr. Benioff, a tech mogul and environmental philanthropist, felt sure  

he had found a global warming solution that even Trump could love: Planting trees.

Nevermind that the idea came from former vice president Al Gore, who has 

demanded Trump’s resignation over his energy policies. Never mind that Trump  

has begun the year-long process of  withdrawing America from the Paris Agreement 

on climate change, mocked teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg, and worked  

in order to eliminate every regulation aimed at reducing planet-warming emissions.

The idea of  planting one trillion trees had one enormous political advantage:  

it was practically sacrifice-free, no war on coal, no transition from fossil fuels, no 

energy conservation or investment in renewable sources of  power that Trump loves 

to mock, like the windmills that cause cancer or the soler panels that are not “strong 

enough.”

“I just knew this is a really good idea. I said I will pitch it and see what happens,” 

Benioff  said. “Even my Cheif  of  Staff  said to me, ‘You’re not going.’”

How the trillion trees initiative migrated from Benioff’s PowerPoint presentations 

to the presidents pronouncements — first at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 

Switzerland, last month, then his State of  the Union address last week — is a study in 

adhoc policy making at the Trump White House. A personal appeal from a celebrity 

voice got the idea past traditional gatekeepers. A back channel through Jared 

Kushner, the president’s son, gave it life, and a re-election campaign that has sought to 

soften some of  Trump’s sharper edges ensured it’s publicity.

Modified from “A Trillion Trees: How One Idea  Triumphed Over Trump’s Climate Denialism” 
by Lisa Friedman in The New York Times, Feb. 12, 2020.



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!Answer Key

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. Five students were selected as Gates Millennium / Millenium Scholars.

2. Global average temperatures in Feb. / February were 2.05 degrees Fahrenheit above 

average and slightly higher than in the previous month.

3. After earning his bachelor’s / bachelors’ / bachelors in history, he found himself  

working the same $7.25-an-hour waiter job he had had in high school.

4. The holiday break over Christmas / Xmas was cut short due to the pandemic.

5. The percentage of  students who said they felt safe at school dropped 4 percentage 

points to 87 % / percent this year.

6. The ceremony began promptly at 12 o’clock / 12 p.m. / 12:00 p.m. / noon.

7. The Legislative Budget Board has a new Director / director: Jerry McGinty.

8. The new playoff / play-off / play off format increases the postseason to 16 teams.

9. Somebody has said that every great poem is a poem of  occassion / occasion.

10. But in retrospect, the movie may just have been ahead of  it’s / its / its’ time.

11. The symphony orchestra is often just as packed onstage as in its / their auditorium.

12. The House approved the bill to assure equal pay for equal work,  

regardless / irregardless of  the gender of  the worker.

13. Biden and Trump say their / they’re fighting for America’s “soul.” 

14. Only three / 3 people were present at the time of  the attack.

15. The hockey team went further / farther than any other team in school history.

U N I V E R S I T Y  I N T E R S C H O L A ST I C  L E AG U E

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2021

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

Tips for judges

Part 1
There is some subjectivity 
involved in all editing. If you 
find an error in the answer key, 
report it to the UIL office



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) 
errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five 
statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider 
only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound 
errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one 
error. (2 pts. each)

1. Aviation entrepreneurs, investors, and leaders in the future of  flight  

convened at a north Texas ranch Mar. 5 to work towards a shared  

goal. Making it possible for more people to soar through the skies.

2. “Well, were not trying to bring peace to the Middle East”, said David  

Barkan, who volunteers as the chief  executive of  Ultimate Peace, which 

sponsored the camp. Still, attendees struggled in order to imagine how  

frisbee  might succeed where diplomacy had failed.

3. House speaker Nancy Pelosi ruled out censoring President Donald Trump  

as an alternative too starting impeachment proceedings

4. The accelerating affects of  climate change have forced the wine industry  

to take decisive steps to counter or adapt to the shifts. For example,  

Wine makers are growing grapes in places once considered to cold  

for fine wines.

5. Jerry Jeff  Walker, who moved to Austin after becoming famous with the  

song Mr. Bojangles and helped change the music landscape in the 1970’s,  

passed away after an extended battle with throat cancer. He was 78.

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2021

Notes to judges

The last part of No. 1 is an 
incomplete sentence. It can 
be fixed by putting a colon 
after “goals” and lowercasing 
the “M.” That’s one error, not 
two, since fixing one thing 
forces the second correction. 
Or the student might just mark 
“incomplete sentence.”

 Tips for judges

Part 2

There are four errors per item. 

If fixing one error creates 
another, it counts as one. 
For example, in the fourth 
sentence, removing “mutual” 
requires the editor to change 
“a” to “an.” That is all one 
error.

There is some subjectivity in 
all editing. If a student finds 
another “error” or rewrites a 
sentence, the judges will have 
to consider how to award 
points.

This section is worth a 
maximum of 10 points.
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DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!Answer Key

WASHINGTON — People warned Marc Benioff, the billionaire chief  executive 

of  Salesforce, to not bother talking to the White House about global warming.  

But Mr. Benioff, a tech mogul and environmental philanthropist, felt sure  

he had found a global warming solution that even Trump could love: Planting trees.

Nevermind that the idea came from former vice president Al Gore, who has 

demanded Trump’s resignation over his energy policies. Never mind that Trump  

has begun the year-long process of  withdrawing America from the Paris Agreement 

on climate change, mocked teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg, and worked  

in order to eliminate every regulation aimed at reducing planet-warming emissions.

The idea of  planting one trillion trees had one enormous political advantage: 

it was practically sacrifice-free, no war on coal, no transition from fossil fuels, no 

energy conservation or investment in renewable sources of  power that Trump loves 

to mock, like the windmills that cause cancer or the soler panels that are not “strong 

enough.”

“I just knew this is a really good idea. I said I will pitch it and see what happens,” 

Benioff  said. “Even my Cheif  of  Staff  said to me, ‘You’re not going.’”

How the trillion trees initiative migrated from Benioff’s PowerPoint presentations 

to the presidents pronouncements — first at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 

Switzerland, last month, then his State of  the Union address last week — is a study in 

adhoc policy making at the Trump White House. A personal appeal from a celebrity 

voice got the idea past traditional gatekeepers. A back channel through Jared 

Kushner, the president’s son, gave it life, and a re-election campaign that has sought 

to soften some of  Trump’s sharper edges ensured it’s publicity.

Modified from “A Trillion Trees: How One Idea  Triumphed Over Trump’s Climate Denialism” 
by Lisa Friedman in The New York Times, Feb. 12, 2020.

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2021
Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY  
TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Friday, Feb. 12, 2021.

Notes for judges

The terms global warming and 
climate change are often used 
interchangeably. But climate 
change is the more accurate 
scientific term to describe the 
various effects of increasing 
levels of greenhouse gases on 
the world because it includes 
extreme weather; storms; and 
changes in rainfall patterns, ocean 
acidification and sea level. Global 
warming, the increase of average 
temperature around the world, is 
one aspect of climate change.

Some students might question 
opinionated statements like 
“enormous political advantage” 
and “Trump loves to mock.” Good. 
It’s a feature story. The New York 
Times let it go.

Tips for judges

Part 3
This section is ONLY ranked to 
break a tie in the combined scores 
of parts 1 and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers 
of students who tied, ranking 
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically 
read the changes the student 
indicated starting with the highest 
level of editing. Remember, there 
are multiple levels of copy editing.
• Highest level: Are there any legal 

or ethical issues with the story?
• Middle level: Does the story uses 

the right sources? Does it flow? 
• Lowest level: Grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, style

’

son-in-law

climate change

1

a




