
Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

Notes for judges

No. 3 — bloodbath  One word, 
an exception to Webster’s New 
World College Dictionary. 

No. 8 — An ‘s is required when 
a term involves a plural word 
that doesn’t end in s, such as 
children’s hospital, people’s 
republic, etc.

No. 13 — Mass nouns — things 
that can’t be counted — are 
singular: None of the coffee 
was poured.

No. 15 — palate refers to the 
roof of the mouth and the 
sense of taste (to have a 
sophisticated palate); palette 
is the term for an artist’s paint 
board.

Tips for judges

Part 1

There is some subjectivity 
involved in all editing. If you 
find an error in the answer key, 
report it to the UIL office

CO PY  E D I T I N G  CO N T E ST
STATE  2023 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. The Shelby GT500 sits atop the Mustang range with its 760-horsepower 

supercharged V8 / v8 / V-8 engine.

2. The staff has achieved their / its goal of collecting $50,000 in the marathon.

3. In War Thunder, the final level is a blood bath / bloodbath / bloodbathe.

4. Each of the players count / counts on New York’s active roster.

5. Tony Valdovinos’ life is portrayed in an Off-Broadway / off Broadway / off-Broadway 

musical, “¡Americano!”

6. America’s total national debt surpassed $31 trillion / 31 trillion dollars / 

$31,000,000,000,000 for the first time last fall.

7. The department Chair / Department Chair / department chair retired.

8. The network began to carry coverage of womens / women’s softball games.

9. On Sept. / September 28, Ian intensified into a Category 4 hurricane.

10. Voodoo Doughnut is based in Portland, Oregon / Ore. / OR.

11. States must acomodate / accommodate / accomodate the wishes of inmates.

12. Clarence, a guardian angel, came down from Heaven / heaven.

13. Due to the ice and snow, none of the garbage was / were picked up.

14. The leader of al-Qaida / Alcaida / Al-Qaeda is Ayman al-Zawahri.

15. The dentist said the patient’s palate / palette / pallet was burned eating pizza.



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

Notes to judges

No. 1 — A student could put 
a semicolon between the 
first two sentences instead 
of making it two separate 
sentences.

A speaker stands behind 
a lectern, on a podium or 
rostrum, or in the pulpit. There 
are other ways to fix this, but 
you can’t stand on a lectern.

No. 2 — “To actually win” 
is a split infinitive. Further, 
if a person wins, he or she 
wins. The word “actually” is 
unnecessary.

The sentence is in passive 
voice and contains a dangling 
modifier. Fixing the passive 
voice solves the dangling 
modifier problem.

No. 5 — more than, over — 
Acceptable in all uses to 
indicate greater numerical 
value.

Tips for judges

Part 2

There are four errors per item. 

If fixing one error creates 
another, it counts as one. 

There is some subjectivity in 
all editing. If a student finds 
another “error” or rewrites 
a sentence, the judges will 
have to consider how to award 
points.

This section is worth a 
maximum of 10 points.

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2023
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, 
grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. 
Spelling errors should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four 
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will 
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. He didn’t sit in a classroom he was on the hill side. He didn’t only preach on a lectern. He 

went out and served alongside his discipples.

2. Markwayne Mullin made history as the first Native to actually win election to the  

U.S. senate in nearly two decades. Fumbling in her purse, her passport could not be found.

3. Callie Crow, a paramedic in Houston, Texas, for 23 years, said there are few no-cost options, 

and their patients can’t pay $135 dollars for even the most inexpensive Narcan rescue kit, a 

quick remedy for a fentanyl overdose.

4. The handheld units magnetic dock snaps securely into its own socket. Of those with a water 

flow of less than or equal to 2.5 gpm, well above the federally mandated minimum flow rate 

of 1.8 gpm, this one appeared jury-built.

5. Post is so far only in Beta testing, and has not disclosed its user numbers. Its waitlist is now 

over 125,000 people. Both Post and Mastodon have a mountain to climb in order to rival 

Twitter, which reported more than 230 million global monetizable daily active users  

in the 2nd quarter.

behind

she could not find her passport

naloxoneher

the units’

jerry

American



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2023
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO 
BREAK TIES. If you do not make any effort on Part 3, and you’re in a tie, your entire entry will be disqualified.

You are editing for the Thursday, May 18, 2023, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown, Texas.

Notes for judges

Mid-level errors: 

¶1 — Knowing that the state 
had a surplus and not a deficit.

¶1 — The story reflects four 
ideas: raises, funding, vouchers 
and safety. Only three are 
mentioned in the lead.

¶4 — Knowing that Dan Patrick 
is the lieutenant governor as 
repeated later in the story.

¶7 — Note elimination of extra 
words an wordy phrases.

Low-level errors:

¶1 — AP uses the day of the 
week.

¶6 — A gamut is a complete 
range.

¶7 — AP stories generally spell 
out ISD on first reference.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ranked to break 
a tie in the combined scores of 
parts 1 and 2. Assign no points.

The entry will be disqualified if 
the student made no effort on 
Part 3 and the entry is involved 
in a tie.

Judges should compare the 
papers of students who tied, 
ranking them accordingly.

When judging Part 3, holistically 
read the changes the student 
indicated starting with the 
highest level of editing.

• Highest level: Are there any 
legal or ethical issues with 
the story?

• Middle level: Does the story 
uses the right sources? Does 
it flow? 

• Lowest level: Grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, style

As legislators wind down a session with an historic deficit and a focus on public education, 

a new survey released May 16, 2023, shows Texans continue to support teacher raises, want an 

increase in public school funding and are split on voucher like programs.and prioritize school safety.

The Charles Butt Foundation surveyed 1125 Texan adults for its 4th annual Texas Education 

Poll which included about 340 public school parents. Most respondents we’re supportive of public 

schools and approved of there performance.

“Texas parents are satisfied with the quality of their school, so that is something that gave us 

a lot of hope,” said Audrey Boklage, Vice President of learning and impact at the Charles Butt 

Foundation. Boklage said her team has been handing out the poles results to lawmakers at the 

Capital so they can consider the data as conversations over public education policy continue.

In Charles’ survey, 89 percent of respondents supported increasing state funding to boost 

teacher salaries, which haven’t seen an increase since 2019.

Further, Governor Abbott supports vouchers using public tax dollars for private education. And 

Governor Ken Paxton continued to push his unpopular private school voucher scheme. Patrick 

called urban school districts “dropout factories,” specifically citing Dallas I.S.D. 

“It is obvious the current lt. gov. has never served in a classroom,” Rena Honea, president of 

Alliance/AFT, which represents Dallas I.S.D. educators said. “The ideas of teachers better run the 

gamet of ideas represented by people across the state.”

In the wake of the school shooting in Uvalde, survey participants said that school safety is a top 

priority, with 91 percent of them saying they support increased funding for safety programs. More 

than half of the parents who responded to the survey said they thought their child has at least a 

moderate chance of experiencing cyberbullying and 48 percent said the same about fiscal bullying 

or fights. Two-thirds of parents responding to the survey said there is a moderate risk that their 

child may experience some form of bullying, sexual harassment, or discrimination while at school.

Modified from a story by Brian Lopez originally published in the Texas Tribune Jan. 24, 2023.
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DO NOT TURN THIS PAGE UNTIL YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO DO SO!

CO PY  E D I T I N G
CO N T EST

STATE  2023
This test is produced, and should be graded,  

using the 2022-2024 Associated Press Stylebook, 56th edition, 
in print or updated on or before June 1, 2022, online.

Students may use the AP Stylebook, dictionary and/or thesaurus  
during the exam.

FOR JUDGE’S USE 

Points from PART 1

__________________ 
POINTS/15

Points from PART 2

__________________ 
POINTS/10

__________________ 
TOTAL POINTS 

FINAL PLACE

__________________ 
FINAL PLACE

Part 3 is used ONLY in case of 
tie. Rank the papers in order, 
but do not assign points.

There should be no ties.

 CO N T ESTA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

LAST REVISED FEB. 12, 2023



R ECO M M E N D E D 
E D I T I N G  M A R KS

Students should use clearly understood editing symbols. 

Students will NOT be penalized for using other symbols. It is up to the 
judges to determine if marks are “clearly understood.”

indent for paragraph

paragraph

no paragraph

transpose

use figures

spell out

abbreviate

don’t abbreviate

uppercase

lowercase

remove space

insert space

ignore correction

insert word

delete

insert comma

insert apostrophe

insert quotation marks

insert period

insert hyphen

insert dash

Spelling errors should be corrected, 
not simply marked for correction.

LEAGUETOWN, TEXAS — The organization 

said Thursday. It was the first and last 

attempts.

With this the president tried 

the Jones Smith company is not 

over a period of sixty or more years

there were 5 in the group.

former Captain Kirk attended

The Ala. man was the guest of

king charles said it was his

as a result This will be

the ac cuser pointed to them

Inthese times it is necessary

The order for the later devices

The ruling a fine example

according to the this source.
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 CO N T ESTA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

CO PY  E D I T I N G  CO N T E ST
STATE  2023 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. The Shelby GT500 sits atop the Mustang range with its 760-horsepower 

supercharged V8 / v8 / V-8 engine.

2. The staff has achieved their / its goal of collecting $50,000 in the marathon.

3. In War Thunder, the final level is a blood bath / bloodbath / bloodbathe.

4. Each of the players count / counts on New York’s active roster.

5. Tony Valdovinos’ life is portrayed in an Off-Broadway / off Broadway / off-Broadway 

musical, “¡Americano!”

6. America’s total national debt surpassed $31 trillion / 31 trillion dollars / 

$31,000,000,000,000 for the first time last fall.

7. The department Chair / Department Chair / department chair retired.

8. The network began to carry coverage of womens / women’s softball games.

9. On Sept. / September 28, Ian intensified into a Category 4 hurricane.

10. Voodoo Doughnut is based in Portland, Oregon / Ore. / OR.

11. States must acomodate / accommodate / accomodate the wishes of inmates.

12. Clarence, a guardian angel, came down from Heaven / heaven.

13. Due to the ice and snow, none of the garbage was / were picked up..

14. The leader of al-Qaida / Alcaida / Al-Qaeda is Ayman al-Zawahri.

15. The dentist said the patient’s palate / palette / pallet was burned eating pizza.

TOTAL ______/15



 CO N T ESTA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

POINTS

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

0 ½ 1 1 ½ 2

TOTAL ______/10

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2023
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, 
grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. 
Spelling errors should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four 
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will 
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. He didn’t sit in a classroom he was on the hill side. He didn’t only preach on a lectern. He 

went out and served alongside his discipples.

2. Markwayne Mullin made history as the first Native to actually win election to the  

U.S. senate in nearly two decades. Fumbling in her purse, her Passport could not be found.

3. Callie Crow, a paramedic in Houston, Texas, for 23 years, said there are few no-cost options, 

and their patients can’t pay $135 dollars for even the most inexpensive Narcan rescue kit, a 

quick remedy for a fentanyl overdose.

4. The handheld units magnetic dock snaps securely into its own socket. Of those with a water 

flow of less than or equal to 2.5 gpm, well above the federally mandated minimum flow rate 

of 1.8 gpm, this one appeared jury-built.

5. Post is so far only in Beta testing, and has not disclosed its user numbers. Its waitlist is now 

over 125,000 people. Both Post and Mastodon have a mountain to climb in order to rival 

Twitter, which reported more than 230 million global monetizable daily active users 

in the 2nd quarter.



 CO N T ESTA N T  N U M B E R   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2023
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO 
BREAK TIES. If you do not make any effort on Part 3, and you’re in a tie, your entire entry will be disqualified.

You are editing for the Thursday, May 18, 2023, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown, Texas.

As legislators wind down a session with an historic deficit and a focus on public education, 

a new survey released May 16, 2023, shows Texans continue to support teacher raises, want an 

increase in public school funding and are split on voucher like programs.

The Charles Butt Foundation surveyed 1125 Texan adults for its 4th annual Texas Education 

Poll which included about 340 public school parents. Most respondents we’re supportive of public 

schools and approved of there performance.

“Texas parents are satisfied with the quality of their school, so that is something that gave us 

a lot of hope,” said Audrey Boklage, Vice President of learning and impact at the Charles Butt 

Foundation. Boklage said her team has been handing out the poles results to lawmakers at the 

Capital so they can consider the data as conversations over public education policy continue.

In Charles’ survey, 89 percent of respondents supported increasing state funding to boost 

teacher salaries, which haven’t seen an increase since 2019.

Further, Governor Abbott supports vouchers using public tax dollars for private education. And 

Governor Ken Paxton continued to push his unpopular private school voucher scheme. Patrick 

called urban school districts “dropout factories,” specifically citing Dallas I.S.D. 

“It is obvious the current lt. gov. has never served in a classroom,” Rena Honea, president of 

Alliance/AFT, which represents Dallas I.S.D. educators said. “The ideas of teachers better run the 

gamet of ideas represented by people across the state.”

In the wake of the school shooting in Uvalde, survey participants said that school safety is a top 

priority, with 91 percent of them saying they support increased funding for safety programs. More 

than half of the parents who responded to the survey said they thought their child has at least a 

moderate chance of experiencing cyberbullying and 48 percent said the same about fiscal bullying 

or fights. Two-thirds of parents responding to the survey said there is a moderate risk that their 

child may experience some form of bullying, sexual harassment, or discrimination while at school.

Modified from a story by Brian Lopez originally published in the Texas Tribune Jan. 24, 2023.




