
Super Conference 2023



Before We Get 

Started…

Attendance for CPE credit



Before We Get Started

Remember to register your 
attendance and 

complete session evaluations.

Session numbers 
are in the program. 



Shawn Duthie

• Holliday High School (2001-Present)

• Multiple State Champions in Prose and Poetry

• shawn.duthie@hollidayisd.net

mailto:shawn.duthie@hollidayisd.net


Introduction to Prose and Poetry

• A hopefully helpful guide to getting started in Prose and Poetry

• Jana Riggins, U.I.L. Speech Director

• M’Liss Hindman, U.I.L. Speech Consultant

• Area Mentors (veteran coaches/retired coaches)



Where Do I Get Started?

• The Oral Interpretation Page on the UIL Website.

• https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp

• This will answer most of  your questions and provide valuable resources to get started 

including:

• An Introduction Video for Recruitment

• Category Descriptions and Restrictions

• Resource Websites

• Documentation Section

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp


UIL Prose and Poetry Handbook

• https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp/uil-prose-and-poetry-

handbook

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp/uil-prose-and-poetry-handbook


Prose Category A

• Category A: Recognizing Joy: Focusing on the Little Things

• The goal of  this category is to recognize joy in even the simplest things.



Prose Category A Restrictions

• (A) One to four selections of  prose may be used.
(B) If  performing a single selection, the prose shall be published, printed material; internet 
material shall be prose published concurrently in hard copy.
(C) If  multiple selections are used, one prose selection may be unpublished.
(D) Selections from plays, screenplays, movies, and monologues shall not be used.
(E) Speeches shall not be used in this category.
(F) No contestant shall use the same writer in more than one category in the contest.
(G) No contestant shall use selections from the same literary work more than one year at 
UIL State Meet.
(H) Selections shall be read in the English translation; however, incidental use of  foreign 
language words and phrases in any selection may be used as in the original.



Prose Category B

• Category B: Inspiring Change: Striving for a Better Tomorrow

• The goal of  this category is to celebrate positive change over time.  Students 

will explore developments that enhance our world.



Prose Category B Restrictions

• (A) Two to four selections of  prose may be used.
(B) All selections may be published, printed material, internet material or transcribed 
material but must be prose.
(C) No contestant shall use the same author in more than one category in the 
contest.
(D) Selections from plays, screenplays, movies, and monologues shall not be used.
(E) Anonymous works shall not be used.
(F) No contestant shall use selections from the same literary work more than one 
year at UIL State Meet.
(G) Selections shall be read in the English translation; however, incidental use of  
foreign language words and phrases in any selection may be used as in the original.



Poetry Category A

• Category A: Recognizing Joy: Focusing on the Little Things

• The goal of  this category is to recognize joy in even the simplest of  things.



Poetry Category A Restrictions

• (A) One to six poems may be used.
(B) If  performing a single selection, the poem shall be published, printed material; internet 
material shall be poetry published concurrently in hard copy.
(C) If  multiple poems are used, one poem may be unpublished.
(D) Selections from plays or screenplays, movies, and monologues shall not be used.
(E) Song lyrics published as music only and not as poetry may be used, but their use shall be 
limited to transitions between the poems.
(F) No contestant shall use the same poet in more than one category in the contest.
(G) No contestant shall use selections from the same literary work more than one year at 
UIL State Meet.
(H) Selections shall be read in the English translation; however, incidental use of  foreign 
language words and phrases in any selection may be used as in the original.



Poetry Category B

• Category B: Inspiring Change: Striving for a Better Tomorrow

• The goal of  this category is to celebrate positive change over time.  Students 

will explore developments that enhance our world.



Poetry Category B Restrictions

• (A) Two to six poems may be used.
(B) All literature may be published, printed material, internet material or transcribed material 
but must be poetry.
(C) No contestant shall use the same poets in more than one category in the contest.
(D) Selections from plays or screenplays, movies, and monologues shall not be used.
(E) Song lyrics published as music only and not as poetry may be used, but their use shall be 
limited to transitions between the poems.
(F) Anonymous works shall not be used.
(G) No contestant shall use selections from the same literary work more than one year at 
UIL State Meet.
(H) Selections shall be read in the English translation; however, incidental use of  foreign 
language words and phrases in any selection may be used as in the original.



Researching for Pieces-Part 1

• Book Stores (Barnes & Noble, Books a Million, etc.)

• Used Book Stores (Half  Price Books, Goodwill, Antique Stores)

• Local Community Library

• College and University Library

• High School Library

• Elementary School Library



Researching for Pieces-Part 2

• Garage Sales

• Book Fairs in the Elementary School

• English Department

• Middle School Reading Teachers



Researching for Pieces-Part 3

• Amazon

• Poetry Foundation (read ruling on UIL Speech Site)

• Other Online Sources



Considerations for Literature

• Does this literature work for my student?

• Is this literature published in hard copy or online only?

• Does this literature have literary merit?

• Is this literature appropriate for my student to perform?

• Does this literature have a story arc?

• Is this literature that has been over done?

• Does this literature meet the Category Descriptors?



What to Avoid.....

• Literature that might offend your audience.

• Literature that might offend your Parents.

• Literature that might offend your Administrators or Community.

• Literature that your students did in the past few years.

• Literature that your competitors did in the past few years.

• Overworked Topics......Body Image and Anxiety to start.....



Copyright

• Statement on UIL Website:  “When using copyrighted material, each member 

school is responsible for obtaining permission from the publisher for their participant to use 

the material.  UIL assumes no responsibilities for copyright permission to perform 

material.”

• NFHS Copyright Resources

• https://www.nfhs.org/articles/nfhs-copyright-resources/



Community Standards

• Remember that each Community is unique.

• Follow what is acceptable for YOUR community:

• Could my student perform this selection for their friends?

• Could my student perform this selection for their parents?

• Could my student perform this selection for the School Board?

• Could my student perform this for my ENTIRE community?



Documentation Requirements

• If  you are doing a single selection, it must be published in hard copy.

• Acceptable Documentation includes:

• The Original Published Source, a Photocopy of  the copyright of  the original source, Library of  
Congress cataloguing information.

• If  you are doing multiple selections, all selections must be published in hard copy 
with the exception that one may be unpublished .

• If  you are doing a selection from a literary collection, the contestant shall supply the 
original source or a photocopy of  the table of  contents that designates the title of  
the book and proof  the selection is included in that book, such as a photocopy of  
the first page of  the selection.



Prose Category A

Documentation Form





















Analysis of  the Literature

• The Coach and Student should know the entire story or poem, not just the 
portion they will perform.

• Who is the narrator and why are they telling this story?

• Where and when does this take place?

• Where is the climax?

• What do all of  these words mean?

• What is the Author’s Intent?



Teasers

• You don’t have to do a TEASER!

• Teasers should be short.

• Teasers should engage the audience and make us want to hear more.

• Teasers should not give away the end of  the story.

• Teasers should be performed before the Introduction.



Introductions

• Shall include ALL Titles and Authors.

• Should INFORM the audience why this selection was chosen.

• Shall state if  the program is WOVEN.

• Should pique the INTEREST of  your audience.

• Shall be performed with the book CLOSED.

• Should be conversational in style.



Mechanics of  the Performance-Part 1

• Black Book and Slicks  https://www.theblackbookdepot.com/

• Memorized Introduction

• Owning the Room

• Page Turns

• Closure

https://www.theblackbookdepot.com/


Mechanics of  the Performance-Part 2

• Voice and Diction

• Gestures

• Acting Versus Interpretation

• Audience Engagement

• Connection to the Manuscript



Mechanics of  the Performance-Part 3

• Behavior Before The Round

• Behavior During The  Round

• Behavior After The Round

• Ballot Review



Appropriate Attire



Attire-Men



Attire-Women



Performance

• Sunnyvale High School

• Coach Daniel Gambill



Question and Answer Time

• Capital Conference

• T.S.C.A.

• Super Conference


