
COUNTERPLANS IN POLICY DEBATE



WHAT IS A COUNTERPLAN?



REQUIREMENTS OF THE COUNTERPLAN

Specificity: 

Nontopicality: 

Competitiveness: 



COUNTERPLAN SPECIFICITY
SAMPLE COUNTERPLAN TEXT: 

v Example 1: 

v Example 2: 



COUNTERPLAN NONTOPICALITY



COUNTERPLAN NONTOPICALITY



COUNTERPLAN COMPETITIVENESS
Mutual Exclusivity: 

Net Benefits: 

Other (suboptimal) Possibilities:



MUTUAL EXCLUSIVITY
It is logically impossible to adopt both the plan 

and the counterplan.

Example: 

Problems with Mutual Exclusivity:



NET BENEFITS
“Net Benefits” competitiveness 

In the Counterplan 1 example, 



PERMUTATIONS
A permutation

Consider the following example: 
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