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• Individuality – the quality of being 
different and original

• Imagery – the quality of allowing 
the interpreter AND the audience to 
visualize the ideas presented

• Suggestion – a new meaning every 
time literature is read
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Selection	Criteria

• Material must build to a climax with a beginning and an end. Some 
new literature does not have really strong endings and can lead to a 
feeling of dissatisfaction

• Material should suit the personality, voice and abilities of the 
student

• The material should be able to hold an audience
• Your selection should not be too familiar to your audience

• If you are working on a theme, show more than one view. Balance 
and/or contrast.

• It helps if the student “loves” their selection
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Literary	Merit

• A very ambiguous term. Must consider the literary value of a selection. 
Example of 3 authors…

• Author 1: Do you love it? Is there some feeling of connection? Does it 
challenge you intellectually? Make you think or feel?  Make ou re-
examine the way you believe or think? Does it stay in your mind? Haunt 
you?

• Author 2: Does the literature have value to the above average person?

• Author 3: I feel my way through it.  These feelings are my guide.  I want 
thoughts that prick my soul ad force me to rethink myself.  I desire 
sentences that cause me to catch my breath.
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Possible	Sources

• People

• Libraries

• Anthologies

• “Best of” series

• Internet

• Bestsellers lists

• Book Reviews
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