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Read both of the following statements carefully; then write an expository essay on a topic clearly 
related to one or the other of the two statements.  Provide your own title.  You are not expected 
to write on both topics.  
  
Contestants who are hand-writing their compositions must use their own standard 8 1/2 x 11-inch 
ruled white notebook paper or typing paper, or the paper provided by the host school. Contestants 
shall write or print the composition in ink and on only one side of the paper. If contestants choose 
to use their own laptop computers, they must bring portable printers and associated hardware, 
software and paper. The typed entry must be single-sided and double-spaced, using any standard 
12-point font on 8 1/2 x 11-inch white paper. When printing the contest on an electronic printer, 
the print command must be started by the time contest time expires. Students who opt to compose 
their entries on computers accept the risk of computer malfunction. In case of computer 
malfunction, the contestant may use the remaining allotted time to complete the composition in 
handwriting or compose on another computer (if available).  
  
Ready Writing prompts are provided as springboards for thought, not to advocate particular 
points of view.  Contestants should not conclude that quotations or statements used in prompts 
reflect the opinion of the UIL.  
 
  

Topic I 

“Get it all on record now – get the films – get the witnesses – because somewhere 
down the road of history some bastard will get up and say that this never 
happened.” 

--Dwight D. Eisenhower, Commanding General, 
Allied Forces, 1890-1969 

Topic II 

“When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love 
have always won. There have been tyrants and murderers, and for a time, they can 
seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall. Think of it—always.” 

--Mahatma Gandhi, Indian Civil Rights Leader, 
1869-1948 


