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Read both of the following statements carefully; then write an expository essay on a topic clearly 
related to one or the other of the two statements.  Provide your own title.  You are not expected 
to write on both topics.  
  
Contestants who are hand-writing their compositions must use their own standard 8 1/2 x 11-inch 
ruled white notebook paper or typing paper, or the paper provided by the host school. 
Contestants shall write or print the composition in ink and on only one side of the paper. If 
contestants choose to use their own laptop computers, they must bring portable printers and 
associated hardware, software and paper. The typed entry must be single-sided and double-
spaced, using any standard 12-point font on 8 1/2 x 11-inch white paper. When printing the 
contest on an electronic printer, the print command must be started by the time contest time 
expires. Students who opt to compose their entries on computers accept the risk of computer 
malfunction. In case of computer malfunction, the contestant may use the remaining allotted time 
to complete the composition in handwriting or compose on another computer (if available).  
  
Ready Writing prompts are provided as springboards for thought, not to advocate particular 
points of view.  Contestants should not conclude that quotations or statements used in prompts 
reflect the opinion of the UIL.  
 
  
Topic I 
“There was no point in trying to convince the intellectuals. For intellectuals would never be 
converted and would anyway always yield to the stronger, and this will always be ‘the man in the 
street.’ Arguments must therefore be crude, clear and forceable, and to appeal to emotions and 
instincts, not the intellect. Truth was unimportant and entirely subordinate to tactics and 
psychology.” 
 
 
     --Joseph Goebbels, Politician and Propaganda Chief,  
     Nazi Party, 1897-1945 
Topic II 
 
“That is the promise to glade,  
the hill we climb 
if only we dare it, 
because being American is more than a pride we inherit – 



it’s the past we step into 
and how we repair it. 
But while democracy can be periodically delayed, 
it can never be permanently defeated. 
In this truth,  
in this faith we trust,  
for while we have our eyes on the future, 
history has its eye on us. 
Our blunders become our burdens. 
But one thing is certain: 
If we merge mercy with might, 
and might with right, 
then love becomes our legacy 
and change our children’s birthright. 
So let us leave behind a country  
better than the one we were left with.” 
 
 
     --Amanda Gorman, American Youth Poet Laureate,  
     The Hill We Climb, January 20, 2021, b. 1998  
 


