
UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE  
READY WRITING CONTEST  

  
HIGH SCHOOL TOPICS  REGION  • 2024 
  
Read both of the following statements carefully; then write an expository essay on a topic clearly 
related to one or the other of the two statements.  Provide your own title.  You are not expected 
to write on both topics.  
  
Contestants who are hand-writing their compositions must use their own standard 8 1/2 x 11-inch 
ruled white notebook paper or typing paper, or the paper provided by the host school. Contestants 
shall write or print the composition in ink and on only one side of the paper. If contestants choose 
to use their own laptop computers, they must bring portable printers and associated hardware, 
software and paper. The typed entry must be single-sided and double-spaced, using any standard 
12-point font on 8 1/2 x 11-inch white paper. When printing the contest on an electronic printer, 
the print command must be started by the time contest time expires. Students who opt to compose 
their entries on computers accept the risk of computer malfunction. In case of computer 
malfunction, the contestant may use the remaining allotted time to complete the composition in 
handwriting or compose on another computer (if available).  
  
Ready Writing prompts are provided as springboards for thought, not to advocate particular 
points of view.  Contestants should not conclude that quotations or statements used in prompts 
reflect the opinion of the UIL.  
 
  
Topic I 

“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of the intelligent people and the affection of 
children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; 
to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better whether by a 
healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition; to know that one life has breathed 
easier because you lived here. This is to have succeeded.” 

      --Ralph Waldo Emerson, American Essayist and 

        Philosopher, 1803-1882 

 

Topic II 

“Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good 
and evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.” 

      --Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Novelist,  

        1804-1864 


