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Fiscal Redistribution   
 Federal jobs, Social Security, or Basic Income 

How best to measure and to address income inequality in America? What federal 
policies are most likely to improve the lives and increase opportunities for Americans. 

 

Economic Inequality 
By John C. Goodman, April 25, 2023 

How Much Inequality Is There? 
Most measures of income inequality ig-
nore differences in age. As a result, they 
end up comparing 20-year-olds (just start-
ing out in life) with 80-year-olds (living 
off of a lifetime of saving). These mea-
sures also ignore the effects of our fiscal 
system (taxing and spending by govern-
ment). And they ignore the lifetime ef-
fects of fiscal policy (people with low 
earnings today get more of their pre-re-
tirement wages replaced by Social Securi-
ty in the future)… [from online article at link] 

The Goodman Institute For Public Policy 
Research – www.goodmaninstitute.org/
debater-resources/ - 2023
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taxfoundation.org/taxing-consump-
tion-progressively-tax-the-wealthy

 economicthinking.org/redistribution

iea.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/An-introduction-to-economic-inequality.pdf

 

Economics - Debate - History - Government 
Economic Thinking Workshops
• Date and Time: Friday, January 19 
• Location: Mayfair Church of  Christ, 1095 Carl T. 
Jones Drive S.E., Huntsville, AL 35802 
• Cost: $25 per student, $15 siblings, no cost for parents. 
• For more information: Contact Greg Rehmke, grehmke@gmail.com 
Energy innovation and entrepreneurship flourish where economic freedoms and property 
rights are secure. State and federal regulations, subsidies, and taxes distort U.S. energy production, distribution, and 
consumption, plus have made the electrical grid less reliable. 
We can’t know which energy sources will improve fastest as entrepreneurs continue to innovate. Critics fossil fuels 
say poor pollution controls slow the shift to wind and solar. Wind, solar, and biofuel critics say these energy 
sources would fade without state and federal subsidies. Nuclear advocates say their costs would fall if  outdated 

regulations were reformed. What are the Constitutional grounds current and 
proposed federal energy policies? 
Federal energy policies expanded after the energy 
crises of  the 1970s. Students attending Economic 
Thinking workshops will learn to evaluate policy 
cost and benefit claims, political (public choice) 
pressures, and economics and dynamics of  

energy production, distribution, and innovation. 
Energy posts: economicthinking.org/category/energy-policy/

www.EconomicThinking.org    •    Economic Thinking/E Pluribus Unum Films    •   grehmke@gmail.com  

Gregory Rehmke, 
Program Director, 
Economic Thinking. 
grehmke@gmail.com

Economic Freedom and 
Energy Policy plus LD Topic 

Over 5000 homeschool students have attended Economic Thinking workshops Economic 
Thinking workshops help students understand economics, public policy, and world affairs.  

                                 Economic Thinking is a Seattle-based nonprofit, resources and courses.

Resolved:  The [USFG] 
should substantially 

reform its energy policy.

www.blueenergynation.orgEconomics and Values of 
chosen LD Topic also. Flyer 
will be revised when LD 
topic is announced.

 

 

Economic Freedom & 
Federal Transportation Policy 

Economic Thinking Workshop 
• Date and Time:  Thursday, September 7, 5-8 pm 
• Location: Lombardozzi Residence, 433 Forest Ridge Drive, Coppell, Texas 

• Cost: $25 per student, $15 for siblings, no charge for parents or alumni 
• To Register: Greg Rehmke: grehmke@gmail.com, okay to pay at door.  
Join us for a workshop on the economics and history of  federal transportation 
policy. The federal government has funded canals, steamships, railroads, freeways, 
airports, and space transportation, all in competition with private firms. Federal 
funding can be and has been politicized, with subsidies and regulations captured by established firms.  
America faces diverse transportation challenges, from dysfunctional subway and train lines, airports and 
air traffic control systems, to over-budget light and high-speed rail projects, to congested, under-
maintained, and over-regulated highways, freeways, ports, and bridges. 
Randall O’Toole notes that state and federal roads were 
once funded by gas taxes, so people driving on roads paid 
for them. Later Congress started diverting gas taxes for 
other purposes and now electric vehicles and higher-
mileage cars provide even less gas tax revenue.  
• Federal space transportation policy (Earth to orbit) is 
debated. Should NASA build and operate it’s own 
rockets, or let private firms operate transportion to space? 
• Should air traffic control system transferred to NGOs?  
• Could private firms expand, own, or manage freeways? 

Economic Thinking Workshops help students understand economics, 
public policy, and world affairs. Since 2003 more than 7,000 
homeschool students and parents have attended workshops. 

www.EconomicThinking.org    •    Economic Thinking/E Pluribus Unum Films    •   grehmke@gmail.com  

Gregory Rehmke, 
Program Director, 
Economic Thinking. 
grehmke@gmail.com 
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Economic Inequality 
and the Cost of Living 

•Housing costs

•Medical care/Insurance

•Energy costs 

•Transportation costs

•Regulatory costs

stosselintheclassroom.org/both-sides-how-to-solve-the-housing-crisis/



Market and Command economies
Market economy
Command economy
 Mixed economy (part market,  

part command). Property rights,  
investment, labor policies.

Sick cows and socialism.
Incentive problems and information problems.
Housing: what role for govt. vs. private sector?







Ronald Reagan: “I am a free-trader. I firmly 
opposed import quotas. I believed that the new competition 

Detroit faced, like all competition, was good for consumers—a spur 
that would motivate our auto industry to produce better cars. 

That’s how the free enterprise system works…”



economicthinking.org



Economics as a Way of Thinking
 We are consumers: food, clothing, housing, energy…

 As children our parents provide our food and clothing. 

 We learn skills to create value for others: producing 
goods and services. Gift and exchange economies…

 We don’t trade goods of equal value: trade creates wealth.

 Money serves to facilitate exchange, store value, and as 
a unit of account. Commodity money vs. paper (fiat) money.

 Economic unit is first the family. Then the community, 
then a wider and wider scope of exchange (trade).

 As the scope of trade expands: further division of labor.



In the past, there was more housing 
freedom for the poor: from boarding 
houses, flop houses, to SRO (Single 
Room Occupancy) hotels.               
Plus Sears mail order houses!                      
A Right to housing could be though of as 
a right for builders and property owners 
to build (or print) houses…
…ICON 3D-printed homes…have the 
potential to transform the future of 
affordable housing in America.…houses 
built in eight days that are 350% 
stronger, more environmentally friendly, 
and cost a fraction of what a traditional 
build would cost. 

Rethinking a Right to Housing

standtogether.org/news/icon-3d-printed-homes-the-future-of-affordable-housing/

There’s a shortage of 10 million 
affordable homes in America…

https://standtogether.org/news/icon-3d-printed-homes-the-future-of-affordable-housing/


 

  

Economic Thinking Online Workshops 
Online and In-Person for Debate Students  
https://economicthinking.org/seminars/    
Explore the economics of  E.U. immigration and international issues. 
Online Format: Prerecorded 20-30 Presentations on history and economics of  
European Union Immigration reform. Presentations by 
Gregory Rehmke, alumni, and European economists. 
European Union Immigration Reform 
Immigration policy disagreements and debates have a long 
history. Benjamin Franklin opposed German immigration to 
the U.S. for example. Immigration and work visas have been 
controversial but essential through European Union history. 

Immigration is a 
powerful economic 

force boosting 
growth in open 
economies. The 
German government 
welcomes immigrants 
partly for economic 

value and partly for 
humanitarian and 

historical reasons. Immigration 
has been a source of  German, UK, Hong 
Kong, and U.S. prosperity over the last fifty years. Welfare state policies 
collide with new immigration. Reforms for improving labor mobility…

www.EconomicThinking.org    •    Economic Thinking Online Resources   •   grehmke@gmail.com  

Gregory Rehmke, 
directs Economic 
Thinking, lectures 
widely in the U.S., 
and at Institute for 
Economic Studies-
Europe seminars. He 
is co-author of  The 
Complete Idiot’s Guide 
to Global Economics.

Economic Thinking workshops help students understand economics, public policy, and world affairs. More than 5,000 high school, homeschool, 
and college students have attended our workshops. Economic Thinking is a program of  E Pluribus Unum Films, a Seattle-based nonprofit.

Economic Freedom & 
European Union Immigration Reform

Videos

Presentations 
on economic freedom 

principles, immigration policies with 
focus on European Union. Challenges 
with E.U. refugee programs and labor 

policies. ET Workshop also feature 
alumni debaters and European 

economists.

Innovative 
alternatives to 
E.U. refugee 

programs. Startup 
and Refugee Cities, 
even Jules Verne’s 

City in the 
Sahara

Draft Flyer

Draft Flyer

www.freetochoosenetwork.org/programs/

economicthinking.org



economicthinking.org/category/nutrition/
https://youtu.be/WXr-SDV_-WQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXr-SDV_-WQ


Speech & Debate as mental 
training: Seeing the many 

sides of history, economics, 
and government…

www.ethosdebate.com/steelmanning/









Natural capital: the sum of cropland, pastureland, 
forested areas…and nonrenewable resources (including 
oil, natural gas, coal, and minerals).   
- World Bank study estimate: 5% of total.
Produced capital: machinery, equipment, structures 
(including infrastructure), and urban land.  
- World Bank study estimate: 18% of total.
Intangible Capital: is the other 77% 
That encompasses raw labor; human capital, which 
includes the sum of a population's knowledge and skills; 
and the level of trust in a society and the quality of its 
formal and informal institutions.

http://reason.com/archives/2007/08/03/our-intangible-riches

What is “wealth”? 
Where does it come from?

http://reason.com/archives/2007/08/03/our-intangible-riches


===

www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/freedom-and-prosperity-center



 …internal migrants in India was 
450 million as per the most 

recent 2011 census. -Dec 18, 2019

Houston in 1990: 1.7 million
Houston in 2020: 7 million

Migrants !om US and around world…



iea.org.uk/publications/an-introduction-to-trade-and-globalisation



iea.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/An-introduction-to-economic-inequality.pdf



Inequality, Populism, and Nationalism
…European and U.S. nationalism… protectionism…
populism’s threat to global trade…[and integration] 

...Many have blamed growing economic inequality within 
developed economies [or] outsourcing or [technology]

[But] a decline in inequality may be a motivating 
factor...blame populism’s rise on improved  
income equality across all nations. 

During the 1990s, a 70% income gap stood between 
emerging economies and the G7.  That gap shrunk to 
under 14% in 2016 and…disappear by 2020.



www.cato.org/economic-freedom-world/2022 www.heritage.org/index



www.doingbusiness.org/en/rankings

www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/2023-01/human-freedom-index-2022.pdf



http://economicthinking.org/2017/02/15/the-pacific-trade-future-china-and-south-america/
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• International trade 
• Investment (capital flows)
• International migration

“GDP” = Gross Domestic Product

https://economicthinking.org/the-pacific-trade-future-china-and-south-america/




Global Migration and Innovation
“Greek” yogurt from Turkish student.

Peet’s Coffee & Starbucks (Holland & Italy)

Top tech firms: Google, Paypal, eBay,  
(50% of tech founders/key tech immigrants)

Hong Kong was partly a refugee camp in1950s.

Syrian and North African refugees, and immigrants 
from Eastern Europe revitalizing (or disrupting) 
UK, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden.

Israel’s immigration experience. New immigrants 
were 15% of Israel’s population in one year.



The Shape of Immigrants vs. 
the Shape of U.S. Workers

US: few 
Ph.D. 

engineers 
and 

scientists 
and few 
without 

high 
school 

education.

Immigrants:  
many 

scientists & 
engineers 
and many 
who didn’t 
finish high 

school with 
limited 

English…





Escape from 
 Global poverty
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www.fraserinstitute.org/studies/economic-freedom-of-the-world-2023-annual-report



Global Per capita GDP 
Constant US$
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unchartedterritories.tomaspueyo.com



unchartedterritories.tomaspueyo.com

Session 
306



 Oil, soil, copper, and forests are 
forms of wealth. So are factories, 
houses, and roads. ...

 [A] 2005 study by the World 
Bank, such solid goods amount 
to only about 20 percent of 
the wealth of rich nations 
and 40 percent of the 
wealth of poor countries. ...



Natural capital: the sum of cropland, pastureland, 
forested areas…and nonrenewable resources (including 
oil, natural gas, coal, and minerals).   
- World Bank study estimate: 5% of total.
Produced capital: machinery, equipment, structures 
(including infrastructure), and urban land.  
- World Bank study estimate: 18% of total.
Intangible Capital: is the other 77% 
That encompasses raw labor; human capital, which 
includes the sum of a population's knowledge and skills; 
and the level of trust in a society and the quality of its 
formal and informal institutions.

http://reason.com/archives/2007/08/03/our-intangible-riches

What is “wealth”? 
Where does it come from?

http://reason.com/archives/2007/08/03/our-intangible-riches

