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C U R R E N T  I S S U E S  
A N D  E V E N T S  
B R A D L E Y  W I L S O N ,  P H . D .  |  C O N T E S T  D I R E C T O R  
2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5



For those who have been coaching CI&E for a while, we'll 
share ideas on how to study and how to keep with all that's 
going on in the world. We'll also look at some data from past 
tests to see how this might impact how students prepare.

S E S S I O N  5 5 1

C U R R E N T  I S S U E S  &  E V E N T S :  G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D .   



L O O K  B A C K  A T  2 0 2 4



S T A T E  P A R T I C I P A T I O N

2024 — 144 
2023 — 155 
2022 — 160 
2021 — 145 
2019 — 157 
2018 — 161 
2017 — 155 
2016 — 165

2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024

144
155

160

145

157161
155

165



T H E  N U M B E R S :  S T A T E  2 0 2 4

Objective score average | 29.3*  
(2023: 28.8) (2022: 25.82) (2021: 25.4) (2019: 25.2) (2018: 27.5) 

(2017: 31.3) (2016: 27.6) (2015: 32.3) 
High | 37* 
Low | 17* 

Essay score average | 5.9* 
(2023: 5.7) (2022: 6.5) (2021: 5.9) (2019: 5.7) (2018: 6.3)  

(2017: 5.2) (2016: 4.7) (2015: 5.6) 
High | 8.5* (n=1) 

Low | 1* (n=1) 
*In 2024, the points doubled. They have been cut in half for comparative purposes. 



1A 2A 3A 4A 5A 6A Average

Contestants 24 24 22 24 26 24 24.0

High Overall 83 81 90 85 89 84 85.3

High Objective 66 70 72 72 74 74 71.3

Low Objective 34 46 38 36 52 16 37.0

High Essay 17 16 18 17 19 16 17.2

Low Essay 6 4 11 8 2 9 6.7

T H E  N U M B E R S :  S T A T E  2 0 2 4



M O S T  M I S S E D  Q U E S T I O N

M I S S E D  B Y  2 5 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  
S T A T E  2 0 2 3

Under the current voting system, 90 counties in Texas use 
countywide voting centers on Election Day. SB990 — if approved 
by the state House — would eliminate countywide voting 
centers on Election Day. Where would people vote?


a. at one central location approved by the county judge 
b. at an assigned precinct, typically in their neighborhood 
c. at one central location approved by the Texas legislature 
d. at the office of the county judge with approved observers 

watching all interactions
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c. at one central location approved by the Texas legislature 
d. at the office of the county judge with approved observers 

watching all interactions



M O S T  M I S S E D  Q U E S T I O N

M I S S E D  B Y  2 5 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  
S T A T E  2 0 2 3

U.N. member states finally agreed in March on a treaty to 
protect what area against the loss of wildlife?


a. the moon 
b. the area inside the Arctic Circle 
c. the high seas 
d. Antarctica

U.N. member states finally agreed in March on a treaty to 
protect what area against the loss of wildlife?
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c. the high seas 
d. Antarctica



M O S T  M I S S E D  Q U E S T I O N

M I S S E D  B Y  7 1 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  
S T A T E  2 0 2 4

The U.S. economy grew faster than any other G7 economy 
in 2023 and is on track to do so again in 2024. But which 
G7 country was the only one to have negative estimated 
gross domestic product for 2023?

a. France 
b. Germany 
c. Japan 
d. United Kingdom

The U.S. economy grew faster than any other G7 economy 
in 2023 and is on track to do so again in 2024. But which 
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M O S T  M I S S E D  Q U E S T I O N

M I S S E D  B Y  7 8 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  
S T A T E  2 0 2 4

According to a study published in JAMA Pediatrics in late 
April, what did scientists find may protect against 
developing depressive symptoms, anxiety and attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder in children and adolescents?

a. cutting social media use 
b. having an imaginary friend 
c. physical activity 
d. avoiding popular, and violent, computer games such as 

Mortal Kombat

According to a study published in JAMA Pediatrics in late 
April, what did scientists find may protect against 
developing depressive symptoms, anxiety and attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder in children and adolescents?

a. cutting social media use 
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d. avoiding popular, and violent, computer games such as 

Mortal Kombat



M O S T  M I S S E D  Q U E S T I O N

M I S S E D  B Y  7 4 %  O F  S T U D E N T S  
S T A T E  2 0 2 4

The Justice Department said it had recommended easing 
restrictions on marijuana in what could amount to a major 
change in federal policy. What change?

a. It ends the criminalization of the drug. 
b. It moves the drug from Schedule III to Schedule I. 
c. It liberalizes marijuana policy, meaning it could be prescribed by 

a doctor. 
d. It defines the drug as having no medical use.

The Justice Department said it had recommended easing 
restrictions on marijuana in what could amount to a major 
change in federal policy. What change?

a. It ends the criminalization of the drug. 
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d. It defines the drug as having no medical use.



R A T I O S

No. I play it by ear depending on news flow. In an election year, you 
can expect a lot of national news. And, you might expect to see 

questions regarding Texas implications to a national story or event.

Business • International • National • Science • Texas



A N Y  R A T I O S ?

Business • International • National • Science • Texas

Number Of Questions

2021 2022 2023 2024

T=Texas 5 1 3 2

N=National 21 17 14 20

I=International 9 8 7 8

B=Business 2 7 10 7

S=Science 3 7 6 3

40 40 40 40



A N Y  R A T I O S ?

Percentage Of Wrong Answers

2021 2022 2023 2024

T=Texas 3% 0% 1% 3%

N=National 15% 15% 4% 9%

I=International 9% 8% 2% 5%

B=Business 2% 4% 1% 6%

S=Science 4% 8% 10% 5%

Business • International • National • Science • Texas



W H A T ’ S  N E W  F O R  2 0 2 5



W H A T ’ S  N E W

N O T H I N G



W H A T ’ S  N E W

W E L L ,  N O T  M U C H  A N Y W A Y.

Contestants may bring lined paper as long as it is presented to a 
test proctor for inspection prior to the start of the contest.  

Judges must read and assign a score individually before 
conferring collectively to determine a final consensus score. If 
there is more than one judge, each judge must read the essay 
and assign a score individually.



A B O U T  T H E  C O N T E S T                             

• 40 objective questions (2 pts. each) 
• Essay (20 points) 
• 60 minutes 
• Top score individual (objective plus essay) 
• Top score team (objective only; top three 

individuals constitute team score)



T I E S

• Overall all six classifications in 2024 at State 
Meet, we had 52 students (out of 144) or 36% 
involved in a tie. 

• Overall all six classifications in 2023 at State 
Meet, we had 44 students (out of 155) or 28% 
involved in a tie.



S O C I A L  M E D I A

Texas UIL Current Issues 
and Events

@uilciande 
#uilciande



Those who relied on social media 
for news were less likely than 
most others to be 
knowledgeable about current 
events. 

S O C I A L  M E D I A



S O C I A L  M E D I A







T H E  E S S A Y



T H E  N U M B E R S :  S T A T E  2 0 2 4

Objective score average | 29.3*  
(2023: 28.8) (2022: 25.82) (2021: 25.4) (2019: 25.2) (2018: 27.5) 

(2017: 31.3) (2016: 27.6) (2015: 32.3) 
High | 37* 
Low | 17*

Essay score average | 5.9* 
(2023: 5.7) (2022: 6.5) (2021: 5.9) (2019: 5.7) (2018: 6.3)  

(2017: 5.2) (2016: 4.7) (2015: 5.6) 
High | 8.5* (n=1) 

Low | 1* (n=1) 
*In 2024, the points doubled. They have been cut in half for comparative purposes here. 



T H E  E S S A Y



T H E  E S S A Y

• 60 minutes total 

• 2 minutes, read prompt for essay 
• 30 minutes objective 
• 25 minutes essay 

• 1 minutes, read prompt 
• 2 minutes, outline 
• 18 minutes, write 
• 4 minutes, edit and rewrite 

• 3 minutes review entire test and ensure that your 
number is on all pages



T H E  E S S A Y

The essay matters. 

Imagine. 
If we had embraced Colin Kaepernick’s peaceful protest

and paid attention to the issue he was trying to address.

Imagine. 
We could be working toward change instead of

witnessing the chaos, anger and violence in our streets.

Imagine. 
Because this was exactly what Kaepernick was protesting.

Not the anthem. Not the flag. Not the military. But

unchecked police brutality against people of color like

George Floyd in our country.

Imagine. 

COMMENTARY BY ANN KILLION AND MIKE FINGER ON PAGE C3

George Floyd photo courtesy Roxie Washington; Colin Kaepernick photo by Getty Images

SPORTS SUNDAY
HOUSTON CHRONICLE • MAY 31, 2020 • SECTION C HH

A vision beyond
the sports world

Former Rice runner Adolfo
Carvalho embraces wonder

of exploration. PAGE C4

BRIAN T. SMITH

A look at how
return will be

A new system for screening,
cleaning and social distancing

awaits athletes. PAGE C5

UH

No aversion
to new version

Defensive end Charles
Omenihu wants to improve in

several areas. PAGE C6

TEXANS

Keeping his
options open

Episcopal star Tanner Witt
has signed with UT but awaits

a shortened draft. PAGE C7

MLB

Coach: ‘Layoff
‘could help’

Team could get boost from
NBA’s break before potential
restart to season. PAGE C2

ROCKETS



T H E  E S S A Y



DISTRICT 2022 
If the report card on the Biden administration’s foreign 
policy were set in stone after his first year (or so), what 
grade would Biden get?  

Pick three issues or events related to foreign policy during 
Biden’s term in office and support the grade by evaluating 
those issues or events on political, social, cultural and/or 
economic grounds. 





T H E  E S S A Y

VERBS 

To discuss 
To examine 
To review 
To compare / to contrast 
To explore 
To survey 

To dig into 
To canvass 
To analyze 
To have a look 
To look into



T H E  E S S A Y

As Robert Glazer said in an April 1, 2020 Forbes article, “With little warning, 
COVID-19 is changing everything about our lives – changes that are universal 
across generation. Although each generation will be affected differently, all will be 
forced to acclimate to a new normal.” 

And a Pew Research poll released March 30, 2020 showed that nearly 44% of U.S. 
adults say their life has changed in a major way. 

COVID-19 has changed our way of life. First, discuss how the novel coronovirus has 
changed the way we work, play and learn. Second, include some of the major 
individuals and companies involved in this new, but temporary, normal. Finally, 
what steps do officials say will be required to get us back to work, play and school?

S T A T E  2 0 2 0



T H E  E S S A Y

The Texas Legislature opened on Jan. 10 and will run for 140 days until May 29. But 
already, much of the agenda of the 181 members is set. Discuss some of the people 
leading the legislature, the issues they have on their agenda and the challenges they 
face.

D I S T R I C T  2 0 2 4

2024 
Invitational A  — Technology / Business 
Invitational B — Texas Legislature 
District — International (Israel/Hamas) 
Region — National (MIP) 
State — National (climate change) 



P R O B L E M  Q U E S T I O N S





P O L I T I C S

Why did the Democratic National Committee suspend Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ presidential campaign’s access to the DNC voter database?

a. Campaign workers took advantage of a software error to access Hillary 

Clinton’s confidential voter information. 
b. Campaign workers broke into Hillary Clinton’s headquarters to install 

listening devices. 
c. Campaign workers embedded themselves on Donald Trump’s staff to get 

inside knowledge. 
d. Campaign workers hacked into it to get confidential data on other 

candidates.
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a. Campaign workers took advantage of a software error to access Hillary 

Clinton’s confidential voter information. 
b. Campaign workers broke into Hillary Clinton’s headquarters to install 

listening devices. 
c. Campaign workers embedded themselves on Donald Trump’s staff to get 
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d. Campaign workers hacked into it to get confidential data on other 
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P O L I T I C S

A N S W E R  K E Y  S A I D  D  W A S  C O R R E C T .   
R E G I O N  2 0 1 6



Why did the Democratic National Committee suspend Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ presidential campaign’s access to the DNC voter database?


http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/18/politics/bernie-sanders-campaign-dnc-suspension/ 

D is wrong. A is correct. The information wasn't on other candidates anyway. It was on 
voters.  

We sent out a correction the day of Region. "On the CURRENT ISSUES answer key for the 
Region test, it has been brought to our attention and confirmed that the answer key for 
#14 is incorrect. #14--A is the correct answer, not D." 

P O L I T I C S



C I V I L  R I G H T S

R E G I O N  2 0 1 7

In a red state known for limiting civil rights protections for LGBT 
people and regulating who uses which public bathrooms, which 
candidate for North Carolina governor claimed victory on election 
night although the election was too close to call even a week after 
the election?


a. Republican Roy Cooper 
b. Democrat Pat McCrory 
c. Libertarian Lon Cecil 
d. Republican Robert Brawley
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C I V I L  R I G H T S

R E G I O N  2 0 1 7



C I V I L  R I G H T S

Roy Cooper is the 75th governor of North Carolina since 2017. A 
member of the Democratic Party, he served as the 49th attorney 

general of North Carolina from 2001 to 2016. 

R E G I O N  2 0 1 7

In a red state known for limiting civil rights protections for LGBT 
people and regulating who uses which public bathrooms, which 
candidate for North Carolina governor claimed victory on election 
night although the election was too close to call even a week after 
the election?


a. Republican Roy Cooper 
b. Democrat Pat McCrory 
c. Libertarian Lon Cecil 
d. Republican Robert Brawley



Choice C is the correct 
answer on the key. 
  
However, according to the 
Constitution, the chief 
justice is supposed to 
preside over it, which is 
choice A. 
  
Do we accept both A and 
C? 

C O R R E C T  R E S P O N S E

D I S T R I C T  2 0 2 1

We have a question 
regarding #37 on the 
Current Events test.

"As required by the Constitution, who 
presided over the second impeachment trial 
of former U.S. President Donald Trump?”

a. the chief justice of the U.S. Supreme 

Court, John Roberts 

b. the vice president, Kamala Harris 

c. a senator, Patrick Leahy, D-Vermont, the 
president pro tempore of the Senate 

d. the speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, D-
California



C O R R E C T  R E S P O N S E

D I S T R I C T  2 0 2 1

"Facing multiple crises including twin 
hurricanes, earthquakes, the island’s 
debt crisis, corruption scandals and the 
pandemic, Pedro Pierluisi was sworn in 
as governor of what country Jan. 2?”

a. Guam 
b. American Samoa 
c. U.S. Virgin Islands 
d. Puerto Rico



C O R R E C T  R E S P O N S E

D I S T R I C T  2 0 2 1

"Facing multiple crises including twin 
hurricanes, earthquakes, the island’s 
debt crisis, corruption scandals and the 
pandemic, Pedro Pierluisi was sworn in 
as governor of what country Jan. 2?”

a. Guam 
b. American Samoa 
c. U.S. Virgin Islands 
d. Puerto Rico



C O R R E C T  R E S P O N S E

D I S T R I C T  2 0 2 1

#30- The question asks 
about the governor of what 
country, and all of the 
answer choices are not 
countries, but territories.  

"Facing multiple crises including twin 
hurricanes, earthquakes, the island’s 
debt crisis, corruption scandals and the 
pandemic, Pedro Pierluisi was sworn in 
as governor of what country Jan. 2?”

a. Guam 
b. American Samoa 
c. U.S. Virgin Islands 
d. Puerto Rico





F E E D B A C K

What disturbed me most in CI&E is that there was a lot of parody among the 
competitor's scores before the essay was judged.  This overweights the 
importance of the essay at state.  I would suggest that the way to make the 
test less subjective at region and state is to make it harder. The way to fix 
the problem is to add more questions at regional and even more at state.  
Say, an increase of five or even better 10 at each level should do it. 


J O N A T H A N  R O B E R T S O N  
S U D A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  



A N Y T H I N G  O F F  L I M I T S ?  N O !



F R O M  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N
REPRESENTATION. 

(1) Individual Competition. Each participant high school may 
enter as many as four individuals in the district meet, all of whom 
may place. In districts with more than eight schools, district 
executive committees may elect to limit entries to three. 
(2) Team Competition. The individuals entered at district 
constitute the team. A team shall have a minimum of three 
contestants compete in order to participate in the team 
competition.  
The team score is determined by adding the highest three 
individual scores in the objective portion of the contest. All four 
members of the winning team will advance to the next higher level 
of competition.

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/constitution/uil-ccr-section-932.pdf

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/constitution/uil-ccr-section-932.pdf


A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G

• Objective + essay score.  
• Only top eight objective scorers advance to essay 

round.



B U T  W H A T  I F…

Can a member of a team who did not place first, second or third at 
district but who advanced with the team then places first, second or 
third as an individual at region advance as an individual?  
Yes.



S T U D Y  A N D  P R A C T I C E

My students and I absolutely love the contest and we love studying!  How many times do you hear that 
out of high school kiddos?!  LOL! The event is so popular at Borden County High School that I have a 
varsity and a JV.  We met virtually today, because I was not at school, and they were just as into it as 
they are when I am there.

Kelly Gordon, UIL academic coordinator/current events coach 
Borden County ISD



G E T  S T A R T E D  N O W  
• Organize your team 
• Read CI&E Contest Manual 
• Engage in social media 
• Collect and store data 
• Practice regularly 
• Attend an invitational meet 
• Practice writing and evaluating 

essays 
• Have fun



∑



P R A C T I C E



P R A C T I C E



P R A C T I C E



P R A C T I C E



P R A C T I C E



P R A C T I C E



F O L L O W  C I & E

Texas UIL Current Issues 
and Events

@uilciande 
#uilciande





S P O R T S M A N S H I P



S P O R T S M A N S H I P



L O O K I N G  A H E A D



S T U D E N T  A C T I V I T Y  C O N F E R E N C E S

Sept. 7 Tyler Junior College (Tyler)

Sept. 14 Lone Star College-North Harris (Houston)

Oct. 5 Texas Tech University (Lubbock)

Nov. 2 University of Texas at Austin



C O N T E S T  D A T E S  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

Invitational A Jan. 10 - Feb. 1

Invitational B Feb. 7 - March 8

District March 24-29

Region April 25-26

State May 19-21



C U T - O F F  D A T E S  2 0 2 4 — 2 0 2 5

The contest will focus on a basic knowledge of current state, national 
and world events and issues. “Current events” are those that have 
occurred during the current school year so any material after  
Aug. 20, 2024, is fair game for any exam. However, the following cut-
off dates may assist in studying for multiple-choice questions.


Invitational A Aug. 20, 2024 - ?, 2024
Invitational B Aug. 20, 2024 - ?, 2025
District Sept. 23, 2024 - ?, 2025
Region Oct. 21, 2024 - ?, 2025
State Jan. 6, 2025 - ?, 2025



     Q  U  E  S  T  I  O  N  S  ?  .


