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HEME

ELECTION

FANALgTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Jules Faccone, Hannah
MS/JH Moreno, Caroline Le, Naina Ridgeview Middle School
Nandigam
. Avery Applewhite and
1A-2A Samantha Angell Burton ISD
3A Abe Rheinheimer Hill Country Christian
School
Brooklyn Gibson, Lauren
4A Hornsby, Norah Jordan, Jace Pleasant Grove High School
Ramos, Cassidy Rogers
Alyssa Fox, James
5A Sanderson, Tylie Biggs, Cedar Park High School
Willa Pursley
6A Raylee Mallett Legacy High School
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Brooklyn Gibson,
Lauren Hornsby,
Norah Jordan,
Cassidy Rogers

Pleasant Grove High School




ADUNES FINALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Kelly Lane Middle
MS/3H Staff school
Samantha Angell and
1A-2A Avery Applewhite Burton ISD
3A Staff Sabine High School
o Ginelle Guerrero, Incarnate Word
Chloe Green and Staff Academy
5A Staff Cedar Park High
School
6A Staff Lewisville High School
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1 SECOND, 2 TEAMS

3 POINTS

FOOTBALL KICKER SCORES GAME-WINNING FIELD GOAL
IN FINAL SECONDS OF HOMECOMING GAME

unt #18 nesup his Kick. As the bal s ast.socond time out.

il points  Cody Gilbert,athietic dector

homeconing game. forthe players,coaches andal f th ans.*

JovanyJames Kicked the game-winning.  Week after the game.
1 . Jovanysad.  was suprised

ey chose me. There's &

jovany said. | 't expect

ted screaming and

vin Sabine the tird win

Staff

Sabine High School
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Mo Decians FinAvets

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Bk MR Pearland Junior High
West
1A-2A Avery Applewhite and
Samantha Angell i it
3A Olivia Seiler Hill Country Christian
School
4A Addison Son Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Larissa Perez Hendrickson High School
6A

Dulce Nunhez

McKinney High School




Dulce Nunez:

McKinney High School

erence 314




INDEX

CPREAD

NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

MS/JH Staff Ridgeview Middle School

1A-2A Tessa Braden Elysian Fields High School
3A Ezra Grubbs Sabine High School
LA Norah Jordan, Lau!'en Pleasant Grove High

Hornsby, Brooklyn Gibson School

5A Claire Pribyla Cedar Park High School
6A Staff Legacy High School
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Ridgeview Middle School
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C APTONS FINALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH Robert Moore, Diego Pearland Junior High
Recalde and Daniel Reyes West
Raegon Smith and

1A-2A Jynisha Randle Burton ISD
3A Ezra Grubbs Sabine High School
4A Ingrid Lopez Seminole High School
5A Willa Pursley Cedar Park High School
6A Jorge AgUIITEIITS El Dorado High School

Mirabelle Estrada




Willa Pursley/

Cedar Park High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Lia Lopez-Warren, Jinjer
4A Royce and Gabby Brownsboro High School
Haywood
5A April Padron Frisco High School

6A Staff Midway High School
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April Padrom

Frisco High School




FeAature SpreAD FNALGTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

Paityn Perlinger and

MS/JH Emma lacobacci Ridgeview Middle School
1A-2A Ava Rilylasggan Thrall High School
Johnson
3A Rhastin Nelson Sabine High School
Pleasant Grove High
4A Kathryn Murphy School
5A Addie LoSurdo Cedar Park High School

Meerab Arif, Newton
6A Nguyen, Hamza Alief Kerr High School
El-lbrahim, Han Vu




Featurze SereAD

Meerab Arif,.
Newton Nguyen;,

Hamza
El-lbrahim; Han
Vu

Alief Kerr High School




TUDENT UFE—FOCUseD
CPREAD FINALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Sophigiiniagsiies Ridgeview Middle School
Faccone
1A-2A Mikayla Velasquez Thrall High School
3A Haileigh Garrett Sabine High School
LA Lynleigh Henderson, Pleasant Grove High
Hannah Hampton School
5A Veronica Gallego A&M Consolidated High
School
6A Ashley Carcara Carroll Senior High
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CLASS OF 2024 ENGAGES IN WATER-BASED COMBAT FOR
PRIZES AND BRAGGING RIGHTS DURING FIRST SEMESTER

Ashley Carcaran

Carroll Senior High School
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Cporas-

cusel SPREAD
NALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH KayleciSol e DR Ridgeview Middle School
Colson
1A-2A Sarah Laurence Thrall High School
3A Haileigh Garrett Sabine High School
3 Pleasant Grove High
4A Mylee Blain School
5A Violet Harmoiv SiFL Vot Cedar Park High School
Pursley
6A Mia Jade Colmenero El Dorado High School




Mia Jade
Colemenaro

El Dorado High School

4
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Sophia Kim, Heidi Rich Ridgeview Middle School
Abigail Dowling and
1A-2A Kolbie Parker Burton ISD
3A Abby Nichols Sabine High School
4A Staten Crossland s SEovaliigh
School
5A Lauren Hightower A&M Consolidated High
School
6A Blanca Ramos McKinney High School
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What biome ared did you create for
Ms. Rice’s class?

Sophia Kim
and Heidi Rich»

Ridgeview Middle School

010 =




Ass SPREAD FINALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Hadley Parscal Ridgeview Middle School
1A-2A Allle Biggs aneiv S Burton ISD
Applewhite
3A JR Jackson Sabine High School
Norah Jordan, Brooklyn Pleasant Grove High
4A .
Gibson School
5A Chris Nicholson Cedar Park High School

6A Hanhah Sal James Bowie High School
Hernandez
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CPREAD FINALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Alllc B pooT RISty Ridgeview Middle School
Keraghan
1A-2A Trinity Pope ?nd Andre Burton ISD
Ortiz
3A Mune Nicholson Sabine High School
4A Martha Patterson e > oyERioh
School

5A Willa Pursley Cedar Park High School
6A Abigail Smith McKinney High School
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‘dance that Carrle Sellars

helped me che

pegause we ony took
£w0 da1ys tojeam i One for
making the choreography

and another for learning and
cleaning the dance.”

-Addyson 09
hor ton

McKinney High School

Winter 082
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

Phoenix Alvarado and

MS/JH Carson Palmer

Kelly Lane Middle School

Karly Weyand and

L™ Raegon Smith Burton ISD
3A Staff Hill Country Christian
School
4A Ava Harvey Pleasant Grove High
School
2= Claire Pribyla Cedar Park High School

6A Mary Bahrami Vandegrift High School




BLeNnveD (oVERAGE

sketched

Ava Harvey

Pleasant Grove High School

getting it done
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INFoarzAPHIC FNALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

Jules Faccone, Sophia

MS/JH Kim Ridgeview Middle School
3A JR Jackson Sabine High School
4A Ingrid Lopez Seminole High School
5A Willa Pursley Cedar Park High School

6A Elena Verdugo El Dorado High School




Elena Verdugo»

El Dorado High School

World Travelers Club
visits Japan in summer
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TUDENT FE FEATuRE
CrorM FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Jules Faccone Ridgeview Middle School
1A-2A Allie Biggs Burton ISD
3A Staff Hill Country Christian
School
4A Martha Patterson epsantiioreiiiioh
School
5A Claire Pribyla Cedar Park High School

6A Arya Sharma Westlake High School
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Arya Sharmas

Westlake High School

prom moves off campus for first time in four years

e, Pty i fends. Up

s the typical prom oo ouked

e o 30 . o 1 pan
nacks and  oofop erace focsaden

“make acbresk

sdens by f the

seniors served

soon-to-be-grads help out around austin april 24

“Painting the benches with
Olivia [Smogur| was really
fun. Ttwas nice to get o

Know her over our time

g Even something
as boring as painiing a bench
twent by really
fast, and we told jokes.”

volunteeri

PARKER SANDERSON, 12

Texas Food
ank and helped prepare

b for those in need.
Our favorite part was at the
end of the shift they told us
how many people we had
helped put food on the table
for an itwas a good feeling”
BOBBY NICHOLS, 12

Tvolunteered at Austin
Humane Soclety. I picked it
because I wantto go down
the vet track. 1 helped

for the animals

and playing with
LEXIKLEIN, 12

\ew things” bracde 71

seniors’
parting thoughts

chaps leave with more than

just memories

! have made long .

learned howw to have a good work
MAYA MORGAN

dhave

Thave had the privilege of belg apart of an
extremely positte and uplfung community that s
agemin the middle of Texs"

DANKENT

“Ifeellike Westlake has such & s—
being such a big school, which means | have truly
gotten to meet and form friendships with so many

8
people”

ALEXNICOLA

through many

HADLEY MCDONELL

“Lam s0 excited for this next part of my life
cannot wait to meet new friends at college while
aintaining my frendships | made at Westlake

RENEE LOFYE

spring breakin’
177 seniors head to bahamas

R

g

|
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SENIOR EVENTS 27
byjennaf incon & ameson uade [I




AcAvgmic FeATure Stotey
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Andie Duke Ridgeview Middle School
1A-2A Andre Ortiz Burton ISD
3A Mune Nicholson Sabine High School
4A Teddy Fleiss St. Mark's School of Texas
5A James Sanderson Cedar Park High School
6A Arya Sharma Westlake High School
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Arya Sharmas

Westlake High School
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who are you rooting for?
1 upported Tayor Swit nth Super Bowl ecause sh has
worked reallyhard t become a

he e sy a1t ha hown ook sthic ca pey off

sode! for the other women i

KATEY TISDALE

chiefs
taylor swift
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artificial intelligence

rative Al s shaking things up at Westlake High School!
Students and teachers are diving into the

world of smart

technology to spice up theis learniny
customized lesson plans to fun study aids, this new tech is making
waves inthe classroom. Get ready for a

xperience. From

gh-tech education ike

never before
That introduction wasn't written by a human. It was written by

e

T, one of the largest generative Al platforms, launched
m\"m,.v,.( 2 iy

nd basbeen groving

:

spawn mixed

“Since ['m inthe engineering program, | use ChtGPT or math
blems 1  Billman said. “Our

el e v oo
th and physics. Our teacher i not expecting s o know that”
e ot ChtGPT et popude g bty .
AR ey S o Kol A LR
turbolearn.ai, o

earthq

ranation and skl they need, | hink i€ wor
notesin Clu

get the inf

“bout s etbical dxhu\m.\und].‘\Aulnlumlm
e mporuant Alis not

invaluable
their in-cl

e for students, but it also have pos

e pacts o

l'mnuumuunmnb»m yblase”
Atschool, the ise of geners g ding

tan Shippey said. “The data

T ound tht studes nclss o pytng mre s
uck said. “They don'thave o wory about atching
they know i's going to be in the Al notes:

the lsueof plagiarim. S

et eapecially those I he
English department, worry about the use of generative Al t
complete taskscritcal to academic development
“Inan
iheground u” B el tescher Iboatgmary s, s shouk
and

Englsh our goal s o learn how to write from

Despite multiple advancements, generative not reached
the writing quality and connection of a human.

I don't think artficial intelligence will ever replace a human
uman element that it takes to
ofthe human race” Montgomery sald

Al usage will ikely continue, so

as far as the compassion and the b

ninate those aspects, [generative
bility to think critically”

outof mmm Antwheeswe
Al s a

other Chaps, such as junior Parker Billman, generative Al
are a helpful resource to supplement in-class learning.

arly from our hotel

o ‘mmwmma_m life
- i that s ust ke any ot techin

back. You

Bl
progonpeti ory by

VAPE = DAEP

T ——
e

new pt)li('c force

AT 10 T e o

path to safety

new state law requires greater
consequences for vaping at school
“Ifyou look at discipline acrossthe state,
urschoo s retygood compuredin

the restofth

whatwe
care about

chaps are concerned
about current events

“Lsupport Ukraine, because they did nothing,
wiong Because they're getting bo
want o pray and donate for them

YAO YUAN ZHANG, 9

“I'm currently interested in climate chay
and the pollutants we rele r daily
Tives. really want o find shermaive chol
and solutions to our curent limate change
problems, and hopefully we cai
changes to our daily uses.

LUKE RIEZEBE

K, 11

The ascension of Ukraine into the EU
n it has been,
Membership would significantly change the
course of the Russo- Ukraine

ITZEL GUZMAN, 11

“Unsurprisingly, I'm not very educated in
the topic of war n the Middie Easi, but 1 think
s o take the steps necessary to
prevent any more casualties”

CAROLINE HOUSLEY, 10

“The Russia-Ukraine war is very interesting,
wa s stil raging with
ind it nteresting,
est modern war we have

vy e end i it 1
because it th

sivals in recent

with the vapes Wehave e

el on campus, and they patrol the
blding during he day.They e checking
bathrooms and locker tooms. And we're
realy fore

ampus. We'h
help and make sure that stud
behind. The law is the law, and so we have
10 adjust our mindset and make changes

RACHEL GREEN, FACULTY

embers to
ots don't fall

JONATHAN WOLFF, 12

The conflictin

lestne s really

sad. I feellike it’s not eally my place t taks
sides overal, but the war is devastating and
makes me feel dreadful”

LELA LEBLANG, 9

CURRENT EVENTS 125
by grace kim & aya shan




PoRTS FEATURE STORY
NALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Leilani Bautista, Kate
MS/JH Canada and Lilliana Kelly Lane Middle School
Mendez
1A-2A Avery Applewhite Burton ISD

Jordan Dollar, Aylin

3A Rivera Vega Sabine High School

A : Pleasant Grove High
4A Miley Blain School
5A Mai Cachila Cedar Park High School

6A Stone Chapman Willis High School




POty FeATure StorYy

Hawks go undefeated, smashing school
records along the way

Miley Blaim

Pleasant Grove High School

hen the foatball team sat

their goals for the upcoming
season, braaking records wasn't at
the top af the list.

it just happened on their way
toa 12-1 season record and an
eighth consecutive trip to the third
round of the playoffs.

“Iwas not really surpnsad by
how well we did bacause of how
mach talent we had on the team
this year," head coach Josh Gibson
said. “The record breaking season
is a by praduct of that.”

In August, there was little
indication of what was to come.
After a 10-7 win over Brock in
the season opaner, the Hawks
defeated Shreveport Byrd 27-10
and Midland Christian 45-26.

But then the offensa broke #
open, roling over Frisco 63-21.

“Iwas in the press bax because
| hurt my ankle and | was kind of
nervous about upcoming games
because against Brock it was kind

of bad, and they only won 10-7
Jamarion Richardson (10) said.
“But after that game everything
started to chck and the offense

started moving the ball.”

The Frisco game started the
barrage of paints the Hawks
scored each game, defeating
Gilmer, Pittsburg, North Lamar
and Spring Hill by huge margins ,
only letting up against LE, 42-27.

However, tha record setting
season didnt extand beyond the
third round of the playoffs. The
Hawiks fell to perpetual playoff rival
Carthage 31-34, preventing the
team from achieving their primary
goal of a third straight state cham-
plonship.

“We should have gone all the
way,” Jaidun Scales (10) said, *but
the season meant a lot becausa
we had a very special bond. We
fought to hard beat Carthage in
that game.”

Continued on page 63

Pdg'e- by M.Blain




JOREANZATION
Aturze STorY FWALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH Sophia Lewis and Alondra | 1/ | ane Middle School
Martinez
1A-2A Trinity Pope z.md Andre Burton ISD
Ortiz

3A Lillian Perkins Sabine High School
4A Salome Villarreal Seminole High School
5A Jane Yermakov Cedar Park High School
6A Laiba Shehzad Richardson High School




Jane Yermakow/

Cedar Park High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

Chance Pearce and Finley

MS/JH pa e Kelly Lane Middle School
3A JR Jackson Sabine High School
4A Garrant Hill Seminole High School
5A Henry Mueller Cedar Park High School

6A Ruth Kiija McKinney High School
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Ruth Kiija 3 4

McKinney High School




Cpotrry \cmon Voo
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Allie Pogor Ridgeview Middle School
1A-2A Sarah Laurence Thrall High School
3A Jordan White Hill Country Christian
School
LA Chioe SantBre Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Emily McKithern KigaigediBaticHigh

School

6A Reese Mallett Legacy High School
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Reese Mallett:!

Legacy High School




porTs FeAture PHoto
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Elizabeth Cortazar Chapa Middle School
1A-2A Benjamin Schmidt Thrall High School
3A Abe Rheinheimer Hill Country Christian
School
4A Madeline Smallwood e - iioveliigh
School
5A Aidan Hernantlez Midlothian Heritage High

School

6A Julio Mejia Caney Creek High School
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'3 NIOR CLASS OF 201

Benjamin
Schmidt

Thrall High School
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NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Nadia Guzman Chapa Middle School
1A-2A Trinity Pope Burton ISD
3A Abe Rheinheimer Hill Country Christian
School
LA Chloa.Saridehs Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Grace Pickard Midlothian Heritage High
School
6A Shea Southern Richardson High School
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Shea Southernm

Richardson High School




CruoeNT Uee Voo
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH Matthew Doan Pearland Junior High
West
1A-2A Samantha Angell Burton ISD
3A JR Jackson Sabine High School
LA Chioe SantBre Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Lilly-Anne Adams Cedar Park High School
6A Vivy Stillman Westlake High School
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Chloe Sanders:

Pleasant Grove High School
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NALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Estrella Loredo Chapa MS
1A-2A Dakota Johnson Thrall High School
3A Sophia Daab Hill Country Christian
School
LA Chioe SantBre Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Madison Barber Midlothian Heritage High

School

6A Mia Fillpot Westlake High School
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Mia Fillpot:

Westlake High School
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NALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH Aubrey Hahn Chapa Middle School
1A-2A Raegon Smith Burton ISD
3A Wesley Kwan Hill Coug::rﬁ(og:\ristian
4A Grace Godsey Brownsboro High School
5A Arav Neroth Cedar Park High School
6A lolany Martinez El Dorado High School




lolany Martinez:

El Dorado High School




Hoto Vorrrouo FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH Isela Medrano Pearland Junior High
West
1A-2A Dakota Johnson Thrall High School
3A Abby Nichols Sabine High School
4A Chloe Sanders Pleasant Grove High
School
5A Madison Barber Midlothian Heritage High

School

6A Leilani Gilmer Richardson High School
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Leilani Gilmerr

Richardson High School
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News WJramnea FnAusTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Adrian Wren Albany High School
4A Joshua Truong Lampasas High School

College Station High

5A Tony Escobar School

6A Caitlyn Concepcion Coppell High School
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Board approves Pinkerton consolidation

Caitlyn Concepcion
Staff Writer
@caitlyncion

Ninety-six years of history, put to
rest in six board meetings, with the last
meeting being under four hours long.

On Sept. 30, Coppell's oldest and only
operating International Baccalaureate
elementary school, Pinkerton Elementary
School, was voted by the Coppel
ISD Board of Trustees to close. The
school will consolidate into undecided
remaining elementary school campuses
within the district.

On Oct. 23, a resolution was approved
to move the IB program to Wilson
Elementary School and the Dual
Language Immersion program to Denton
Creek Elementary School after Pinkerton
closes next school year.

The consolidation of Pinkerton is
projected to save CISD $2.1 million of the
projected $13.4 million budget deficit
from the 2023-24 academic school year.

"It is 50 much more than numbers on
a sheet,” Pinkerton Elementary parent
Julia Valero said. “We chose Pinkerton
because we wanted our kids to put their
best foot forward, and it feels ike that has
been taken away by premature choices

that have come as an afterthought, a last
ditch effort.”

Established in 1928, Pinkerton evolved
into a “choice” school, permitting all
CISD students to enroll into the IB
Primary Years Programme, an inquiry-
based learning environment.

Additionally, 8% of its student
population is enrolled in the Dual
Language Immersion program

“I just do not understand why or how
this is the only viable option,” Pinkerton
parent Sadie Bauer said. “If we look at
this budget crisis as a whole, is shutting
down one elementary school that holds
so much value and tradition going to
save us from what is happening at the
state level when it comes to funding?”

Since 2020, CISD has seen a decline
in student enrollment at the elementary
level which has compounded the
district’s existing budgeting issues.

“Realistically, we cannot keep every
school open and smoothly maintain
operations as it is without digging into
our other running expenses,” CISD Board
of Trustees President David Caviness
said. “To close an elementary school like
Pinkerton was not something we would
have liked to see happen, but it is instead
a way of minimizing potential layoffs or

Photo by Nyah Rama
On Sept. 30, the Coppell ISD School Board voted to close Pinkerton Elementary School. The proposed closure will save
the district a projected $21 million.

program cuts.”

30, a protest held by
Pinkerton and surrounding elementary
parents, faculty and students rallied
to keep the school open, and lined
outside the Vonita White Administration
Building on Denton Tap Road.

“Basically all the memories that flood
my head when I think about my time
at Pinkerton are positive and I hate
to see it close just because of money
problems,” said Coppell High School
junior Saddarth Morisetty, who attended
Pinkerton. “I liked my teachers, 1 did not
find myself dreading going to class every
day like at my previous school and most
of all I felt like I was getting something
out of my education doing IB.”

Serving more than 13,100 learners
across Coppell and four surrounding
communites, the quality of education at
CISD schools has been a longtime pull
for new families to move into the area.

“I do not think this will stop Coppell
from being a destination district,”
Caviness said. “For years, our schools
and choice programs have excelled in
what they do and this closure should not
come as an end all be all for the district
going forward despite our current
financial situation.”

Cai
Concepcion

Coppell High School



News FeAture FNALIETE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Natal S R Union Grove ISD
Bailee Hosak

Hllt.on SaMpPIoR, St. Mark's School of

4A Linyang Lee, Torad
Matthew Hofmann

5A Fallon Head Kingwood Park HS
6A Elizabeth Yowell James Bowie High

School




BY HILTON SAMPSON, LINYANG LEE
AND MATTHEW HOFMANN

e doesn’t know what it is ex-
actly — but there’s just some-
thing about being in Texas
that Jake Yarckin ‘19 loves.

This is where he grew up. Where he
went to college. Where he and his friend
started work, founding their own sum-
mer camp, finding interest in business.

And through a scholar award, he
ended up being part of the Texas Busi-
ness Hall of Fame Foundation — show-
ing him how powerful the business net-
work is in Texas.

Graduating from McCombs School
of Business at the University of Texas,
though, he was mainly looking at jobs in
New York. After all, it is the finance cap-
ital of the world

But when he came into contact with
the Private Credit Group at Goldman
Sachs in Dallas, he found his chance to
stay here.

He jumped at the opportunity, and
he’s been there ever since.

Yarckin’s been in Texas basically all
his life.

He wouldn’t change a thing.

Goldman Sachs began construction on
a massive complex-a planned 800,000
square feet, 14-story building located in
the heart of Dallas— which is a venture
that will create another 5,000 jobs.

Rob Kaplan, Vice President of Gold-
man Sachs and father of Michael 32 and
Alexander ‘36, knows the growing buzz
surrounding finance in the region is no

e.
Especially with the planned launch
of the Texas Stock Exchange (TXSE) and
firms like BlackRock and Citadel Securi-
ties already backing the venture, inves-
tors are ready to capitalize on the state
economy. Kaplan foresees Fortune 500
companies taking advantage of the new
market, potentially co-listing on both
the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) or
NASDAQ in addition to the TXSE.

Though he recognizes the growing
emphasis on Texas finance, Kaplan still
believes that the place to be for inves-
tors is still New York City.

Despite this continued emphasis
on New York City as their center of op-
erations, Goldman Sachs aims to dive
deeper into the business scene in Dallas
as the finance industry takes off in the
city.

Over their 50-year-plus tenure in the
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School’s focus remains strong
as business landscape evolves

With finance and business on the rise in Dallas, many students are looking to pursue the field after graduation. The
character and leadership curriculum here provides key skills for those interested in these areas.

and strategy, there are a few crucial rea-
sons for Dallas’ selection for the major
campus.

First, the business
Dallas is incredib! endly and has a
good quality of life. This environment
is only augmented by the fact that 21

environment in

THE REASON WHY | LIKE THE ST. MARK'S
CURRICULUM IS THE FACT THAT IT'S
GROUNDED BY WHAT | BELIEVE T0 BE
CORE SKILL SETS ANYBODY WILL NEED,
BUT THEY'RE OPEN TO UNDERSTANDING
AND MODERNIZING THE CURRICULUM TO
ENSURE THAT IT'S IN LINE WITH WHAT
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES ARE GOING T0
BE”

Mary Bank, Goldman Sachs Managing
Director

Fortune 500 companies and 42 Fortune
1000 companies have headquarters in
the city. Ranging from high tech and
telecommunications to logistics and
healthcare, Dallas has a diverse busi-
h ample room for

when working on case studies and proj-
ects translates well into the workforce,
allowing students to be great team
members. Furthermore, the focus on
how to present yourself, be present and
attentive and communicate articulately
and effectively further benefits Marks-
men in the collaborative world that is
business.

Though Yarckin feels such a curricu-
lum would benefit students by allowing
them to decide early on what they'd like
to major in at college, he also doesn’t
think it necessary to have a specialized
finance course in high school.

“They teach you from day one in col-
lege expecting you not to have already
taken a finance course,” Yarckin said.
“There’s a lot of building blocks that go
into finance, and I think the economics
classes at St. Mark’s did a good job of
preparing for that.”

Even without specialized finance
courses, Yarckin felt like he had a head-
start at McCombs because of high
school. Everything from math and his-
tory to knowing how to write well gave
him the opportunity in college to get
through the first year or two of core
classes pretty easily and have more time
to think more about what he wanted to

Hilton Sampson;,

Linyang Lee;,
Matthew

Hofmann

St. Mark's School of Texas
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Just for the health of it

All responsible parties should limit how much social media young people consume

Shield staff

In today’s digital age, social
media and early access to phones
are damaging young adults’ social,
mental and physical health causing
aspike in mental illness. Because
of this harm, we think social media
platforms should be more rigorous
with their age restrictions and
younger children should have limited
access to cell phones,

Social media is addictive.
Studies have shown that
scrolling through social media
and being on your phone can
create certain stimulating effects
that are addictive, causing you
to spend more time on these
apps. Teenagers are especially
susceptible to this addiction. The
more time you spend scrolling,
the more your health is negatively
impacted. It has been shown
that the blue light produced by
cell phones can disrupt your
melatonin production, causing you
to get less sleep. According to the
CDC, teenagers should be getting
8-10 hours of sleep so anything
less than that will cause a decrease

in physical activity and attention
spans at school
Social media has been shown

through
“trends.” Teenagers participate in
these trends to look cooler or more
interesting to other people on the
internet, causing more damage to
their health. A popular trend that
teenagers participate in is the Rice
Purity Test, an online survey you
take that shows how “pure” you are,
making you check boxes for things
you have done. The lower the score,
the more cool you appear on the
internet. This type of social media
activity can cause teens to perform
unsafe activities in order to check
boxes including shoplifting, getting
arrested, smoking, etc. Then of
course there is the ongoing fad of
editing pictures and dieting that
promotes unhealthy eating habits
and disorders, leading to a decline in
mental health.

Finally, according to the National
Institute of Health, the human
brain is not fully developed until
the late 20s; therefore, the younger
the age the more social media

Al
A
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cartoon by Elli Grace Hodges

will have lasting effects on the
brain. The teen brain is already
more vulnerable to mental illness
and factors such as social media
can only increase the possibility
There can be a loss of social and
cognitive skills and unnecessary

stress in relationships and school.
Some of the things we have
observed happening to teenagers
who regularly participate in social
media are negative self-talk,
increased anxiety, risk of self-harm
and loneliness. These things are

becoming a regularity in more
teenagers since the popularity of
social media has increased.
Although some argue that not
allowing social media to teenagers
could cause them to get bullied
or feelleft out, this is not a valid
reason since this could happen even
h social media. A child could
see a post of their friends together
without them or a stranger posting
their luxurious life causing them
to feel jealous. While it is unlikely
that all social media apps will
disappear, we believe that students
should take steps to curb their social
media use and in the absence of
that self-policing, parents should
limit their kids’ access to social
media platforms. Since most kids
are already addicted it will be hard
to abandon social media completely,
but all parties—teenagers,
parents and the social media sites
themselves—should start limiting
the time that teenagers are able
to spend on the apps. The sites
should also closely monitor the
content being shared on their apps
to prevent access to dangerous and
harmful posts

Adele Seeboth:

McCallum High School
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McCallum hosts largest
. archery tournament ever

] in Austin, plans to keep ®
g Vandegrift:

STORY BY CAMILLA

VANDEGRIFT

McCallum High School
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Junior Grant McTaggart, who battled cancer as a child, plays on the high school golfteam. He met Hallof Fa

mer Craig Biggio, a spokesperson fo the Sunshine Kids, when Grant was

undergoing chemotheraphy. Photo by Sydney Ortiz. Background photo of Grant with Biggio at St. Thomas High School by Melanie McTaggart, Background photo of Grant taking his
final chemotherapy pil by Melanie McTaggart.

Grant McTaggart tees up courageous fight

By Sydney Ortiz
Staff Writer

rant McTaggart watched as
his father stood a few fect
away and called Hall of

Famer Craig Biggio.
Grant had just taken his two daily
chemotherapy pills, each wrapped
in a Fruit Roll-Up by his mom
Melanie. That special touch and
the phone call to Grant’s favorite
baseball player were the only ways
the 3-year-old would swallow the

pills.

Biggio never answered the
phone. Grant’s father David never
actually dialed it. David had no
direct line to Biggio, but David
McTaggart knew that pretending
to brag about his 3-year-old son
to Biggio would convince Grant
1o take the pills needed to save his
ife

Discovering the cancer

Grant was in Waco visiting his
paternal grandparents in 2009 when
he started running a low-grade
fever, and his stomach was notice-

ably distended
“I just had a sort of mother’s
intuition and felt like something
wasn’t right,” Melanie McTaggart
said.
o

parents took him to the
emergency room and got blood

work done on May 23, 2009. When
the results came
back abnormal,

David McT: “It was a big kick =~ 'n Aug
widMeTogeat (i the fact, sort of

called his father,

were relieved with how well it
‘went. Grant’s cancer became the
focus of the McTaggarts’ lives.
‘They spent more of their days at
Texas Children’s Hospital than they
did at their home.

‘The calm lasted only two months,

Serious setback
st of that
year, Grant’s bow-
cls began to shut

a reminder that down. The doctors
this was really

decided to do a
24-hour infusion

Grant's grand- serious and he of methotrexate.
father Dave M. may not make The infusion went
McTaggart saw into his spine and

the leukemia cells it, he may not then into his brain.
and diagnosed survive this.” Normally it flushes
Grant with Acute out, but Grant’s
Lymphoblastic David McTaggart, father of did not. It caused
Leukemia at 2 am. Junior Grant McTaggart major damage to

the next morning.
“Initially it was
kind of like life stopped and I was
in shock,” Grant’s dad said. *It just
didn’t seem real.”
The cancer treatment started
mediately, and the McTaggarts

his cerebellum,
the part of the
brain responsible for balance and
‘movement.
Grant lost his ability to talk and

“It was a big kick in the face,

sort of a reminder that this i really
serious and he may not make it,
he may not survive this,” David
McTaggart said

Grant spent a full week in the
Texas Children’s Hospital intensive
care unit unable to cat or drink
When he got out of the ICU he
started another round of chemo. He
also had to begin physical therapy.

Meeting Craig Biggio
As Grant continued to heal
through rehab and take his chemo-
therapy pills, his dad continued to
‘make daily calls to Bigg
In September 2009, the most
unlikely connection was made.
Grant’s doctor, Dr. ZoAnn
Dreyer, was to be honored at St.
‘Thomas High School, where B
gio coached at the time. Dr. Dreyer
was friends with the Biggio family
and shared the story of how the
McTaggarts got Grant to take his
ills.

With the help of Biggio, Grant
was invited to help Biggio an-
nounce the award to Dr. Dreyer.
After the ceremony, Biggio spent

Sydney Ortiz:

Kingwood Park High School



FeAture e FnAusts

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

MS/JH-3A Jamie Russell Union Grove ISD

Hilton Sampson,
4A Linyang Lee, Matthew
Hofmann

St. Mark's School of
Texas

5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS

6A Elizabeth Cohorn Prosper High School




Flavia and Fabio Salima Marcano hold the
Venezuelan fiag their family brought with
them when they sought poltical asylum in
the United States in 2017. Millons have fled
the country in the ast decade o escape
economic hardship and poltial repression
Photo by Sydney Ortz

Fabio and Flavia Salima Marcano take a
seffie vith their parents inthe Fort Lau-
derdale airport before the family's fight to
Houston in August 2017. The family had just
escaped Venezuela to seek poltical asylum
in the U.S. In that moment, the children
thought they were visting the United State
for a vacation. Photo subited by Daniela
Marcano Ll

\y

FORT

By Sydney Ortiz
Sports Editor

lavia Salima Marcano,
then 10, was sad and
excited for the surprise
vacation her parents
planned. She didn’t ke
leaving her family and friends in
Venezuela, but she was looking
forward to visiting her cousins and
aunt who lived in the United States.
What Salima Marcano didn’t
know was that the “vacation” was
permanent -- and that her family
was about to leave everything they
knew behind. Daniela and Frank
Salima were scared to tell their two
young children the truth
limas were not in support
of the Venezuelan government.
Both Daniela and Frank were
ge-educated and had suc
ful carcers, but they were unhappy
with the changes coming into

ATURE TG

HE KIDS

place. Groceries became difficult to
purchase. They realized that they
were not going to be able to pay the
next school years tuition for Flavia
or her younger brother Fabio. Not
being able to
send their kids
to their private
school was the
turning point.

“Itold Frank,
Ok itis time to
think of a plan ]
B, Danicla

the family’s chance to escape.
Since 2014 with Venezuela in
turmoil, 7.7 million Venezuelans
have fled the country, according to
the UN Refugee Agency
When the fam-

ily arrived in the

United States, they
VENEZUELA  sought political
asylum. Their case
continues pend-
ing, which allows
them to live and
work legally in the

Marcano Latuff  imedia Commons/Creative Commons U.S. Though that

said

Just like it is today, leaving
Venezuela was not easy in 2017.
Sometimes the Venezuelan govern-
ment separated families at the
airport so they could question kids
on the reason for their travels

Pretending the move was a vaca-
tion was the only way to keep the
family safe and keep from risking

brought relief to
their parents, the kids thought they
were still on vacation

It took Flavia less than a month
to realize the stay was permanent.
She made the connection when her
mom and dad started telling her
that they were looking at soccer
clubs she could join in the United
States.

With hope for a brighter future for their children,
Daniela and Frank Salima left Venezuela to seek
political asylum in the United States in 2017.

“I was mad,” Flavia said. “I was
sad. I was everything but happy.”

It took Flavia’s younger brother,
Fabio, even longer to realize what
had happened.

When Fabio’s parents told him
they were also looking for a new
soccer club for him, he reassured
them that they didn’t have to worry
about that. He said he would just
wait to play soccer again in Ven-
ezuela once their vacation ended.

That was really difficult for his
mother to hear, partly because
she wished it was true. She hoped
things in her birth country would
improve soon.

“I thought maybe this is not go-
ing to be for a long time,” Daniela
Marcano Latuff said

Marcano Latuff described their
life in Venezuela as “perfect.” The
family had a big house and lived
quite comfortably before the politi-
cal destruction

Sydney Ortiz:

Kingwood Park High School
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Story by. Cooper Seaver, Design
Editor

Thirty six years after the Tim
Burton classic Beetlejuice released,
Warner Bros. said his name three
times in an attempt at a hit in this
long string of legacy sequels. Sept.
6, 2024 saw the release of the
not much long-awaited sequel,
Beetlejuice Beetlejuice. Burton's
past decade in film has not inspired
much confidence in his future
projects, but Beetlejuice Beetlejuice
is a simple yet effective return to
form.

Six Batman adaptations
and 10 Presidential terms later,
Michael Keaton comes back to
the titular Beetlejuice role to give
yet another unforgettably raunchy
performance. Alongside Keaton,
Winona Ryder and Catherine
O'Hara also reprise their roles
from the original. Seeing these
actors come back to the wonderful
world of Tim Burton is exciting, but
newcomers Jenna Ortega and
Willem Dafoe make a strong case
for themselves.

Ortega worked with Burton
on Netflix's Addams Family
reimagining Wednesday, it's
not hard to see that this is just
the beginning of a long-lasting
working relationship. She plays the
character of Lydia Deetz's daughter,
Astrid and acts just like her mother
did in the original—a snarky, gloomy
teen caught in between the living,
the dead and Michael Keaton.
When she finds herself stuck in The
Neitherworld (the movies version
of an afterlife) due to a botched
deal between her and a deceptive
ghost, Lydia and Beetlejuice reunite
to save her from being stuck there
for an eternity.

Ryder is just as youthful and

silly as she was in the original
Beetlejuice at 15 years old. Though
Lydia Deetz has become a mother
and found a career in hosting her
own ghost-hunting show, she’s still
the same quirky, gothic teenager
audiences fell in love with all those
years ago. It's not only a testament
to Ryder's acting, but Burton’s
directing that they were able to
bring that character back with such
little trouble.

Dafoe is so much in his element
in Burton's twisted world that it
feels almost wrong that this is their
first time working together. Dafoe’s
ability to portray any emotion
in the human index with just his
mouth has been landing him roles
for decades and it's shocking
that not one of them have been
in Burton's colorful filmography. In
the very early stages of Burton’s
1989 Batman adaptation, Dafoe
was briefly considered for the
Dark Knight himself as Burton was
looking for an unknown actor to don
the suit, before Michael Keaton's
unstoppable 80's Hollywood magic
would eventually land him the role.

This is not the first time Keaton
has reprised an iconic role from
Warner Bros. back catalog, as
he returned as Batman in 2023's
less-than-stellar The Flash.
Unfortunately, Keaton only has so
much magic and audiences should
be lucky that he decided to spend
the rest of it on a Beetlejuice sequel
Keaton is just as gnarly and juvenile
as our favorite bio-exorcist was in
the 1988 original. Much like Ryder,
he hasn't aged a day, his costume
looks nearly identical to how it
looked all those years ago, and in
some cases looks better.

One thing that has aged is the
state of movie-making. Though

the reach of digital shooting is
unavoidable, it takes something
away from the magic of a Tim
Burton adventure. Something
intrinsic to the nature of a film,

its grain. The mixture of shooting
on 35mm film and Burton’s
commitment to practicality is part
of the identity of his filmography. To
take that away is to take something
from the heart of the movie.
Beetlejuice 2 using digital to shoot
over film feels almost uncanny,
like it isn't quite right. A Burton
picture without film grain is like an
unfinished painting, and therefore
already at a disadvantage
competing with the original. Even
avisionary as talented as him
isn't free from the grasp of the
increasingly ugly-looking nature
of films, every indoor scene shot
during the day looks like it was
filmed in a warehouse in front

‘Beetlejuice Beetlejuice’ Proves Just How Good a Sequel Can Be

of a green screen. It completely
takes viewers out of the moment
especially compared to the lively
and colorful look of the zany
underworld Burton has lovingly
recreated.

Beetlejuice Beetlejuice is a
fun return to a classic world with
beloved actors new and old, plot-
lines that don't really go together
and a 66-year-old Burton that is
brimming with life. Though it's not
perfect, it's a promising look at
what Burton is still capable of and
it shows that a true commitment to
making an actual, tangible world
with real props and sets can bring
great results. The digital look isn't
doing the movie any favors, but
Burton’s magic still manages to
shine through.

Cooper Seaverr

McNeil High School
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the Colorado vs. LED ights that Cosm ctually being at the game.
Photo by Dilan Koganti

Winn ‘64 redefines live entertainment;
co-founds, opens Cosm Dallas

With dreams inspired from the addition of the school’s telescope, Cosm co-founder Steve Winn ‘64
completed his quest of creating immersive, virtual-realily entertainment.

Kevin Ho and!
Tejas Allada

Mark'’s School of Texas
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Texas’ dubious distinction |

Chloe Lewcock
co-editor-in-chief

I filled out the register-to-vote form
exactly two months before my birthday. Asa
September-born Virgo, and technically out
of my own resignation a summer birthday,
the prospect of getting to vote was always
one that thrilled me.

If Texas allowed online voter registration,

es registra
instead of registering immediately, I signed
my full name on the dotted line at the en
of my voter form, added the date July 20,
2024, to the paper and stamped it with one
single American Flag stamp, I tucked the
form—the form I had waited 17 years and
10 months to send—safely in its envelope
on my dining room table. But then my busy
life got in the way, and the letter remained
on that table, unmoved, for 32 days until I
finally got around to sending it

Texas, one of eight states that still employs
the antiquated paper voter registration
system, creates an extra and unnecessary
step for its residents to cast their votes in
elections. Saddled with one of the lowest
voter turnout rates in the nation, according
to the Texas Tribune, Texas has a registration
process and voting procedure that are—if
not impossible—so annoyingly inconvenient
that they discourage new voters from voting
by making the process take ridiculously
Tonger than it should take.

As I checked my
voter registration
status online, after

‘The giant red “X’
next to my name
indicated that my
prospect of being
a new voter was
in doubt. When

1 finally did get
my registration,
my name swas misspelled, something that
would not have happened if T had entered
my own name during an online registration
process. Instead T had to go back to the
beginning of the snail mail process

In this new generation of cellphones,
smartwatches and artificial intelligence,

the idea that I had to register to vote with
pen and paper seems out of touch with

my generation. At least I had the time and
the resources to navigate the labyrinthine

cgistration proces

Voter Registration
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process. The difficulty of it obviously
reduces the likelihood that new voters will
make it to the polls this November. And
that's simply unacceptable.

The state needs to come up with a better
system. In the 2024 presidential primary, 3.2
million Texans
voted, way down
from the 4.1
million voters
who participated
in the 2020

whether or not you | In fact, Texas has
can make it to the polls.

the title of “most
restrictive pre-
registration law
in the country”
according to the
Tribune,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Connecticut and
Ilinois, just to name a few, have a policy
that allows their voters to register and vote
on the same day. Texas, on the other hand,
requires voters to be registered by Oct. 7.
This unnecessary deterrent disqualifies
people from resolving issues with their
registration, as I am having. These potential
voters may not get their registration resolved
in time. The lack of a voter registration card,
or confirmation places stress on the voter,

and requires considerable research to make
sure everything is in order for election day

Another issue facing voters in Texas,
especially those unfamiliar with the system
is mail-in ballots. Unless you qualify as
disabled, incarcerated, pregnant, above the
age of 65 or outside the county throughout
the voting period, you are disqualified from
being able to vote by mail

For teens, the unpredictability of scheduling
whether it be work or school, the possibility
of a mail-in vote would create a sense of

that no matter the circumstance your

vote will be counted whether or not you can
make it to the polls. Nearly 88% of California
votes, according to the California Secretary
of State website, are conducted by mail.
That' just one example of a state that allows
for universal mail-in ballots and sees how
that provision allows more citizens to vote
efficiently without having to visit the polls.

Compare Texas, with its less than
E arnout rate, to Minnesota,
a state where over 80% of registered
voters cast their ballots. With same-day
voter registration, as well a less strict
identification standards, the state sees the
‘majority of its registered citizens voting. If
Minnesota can simplify its process to enable
voting and attract voters to the polls, why
can't Texas? The disparity raises troubling
questions about why Texas has such a
convoluted process.

MW

Didvote 17 Didn'tvote

W

ligole Voters in Texds - 2022 General Election

While the possibility of voting early exists
throughout the US., including in Texas,
‘many voters will wait until Election Day and
a certain percentage of those people will end
up missing the vote.

In order for Texas to raise its voter
registration numbers and low voter turnout
numbers, the state needs to implement new
‘methods that make it easier to vote.

Chloe Lewcock:«

McCallum High School
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When the bottle
goes dry

N
o b

Will Clifford
Digital Managing Editor

¢ just doesn't stick. Why should I
I even try? It’s useless

I used to not be able to do
school. I couldn't sit still in class, I
couldn't pay attention to my teachers
and I couldn't stay on task.

I promise I tried. You watched me
sit at the table for hours and study.

I reached my breaking point. I was
nearly failing half of my classes. As
tears streamed down my face, 1 liter-
ally cried for help.

My parents took me to a doctor who
diagnosed me with ADHD and gave
me a preseription for Focalin, a medi-
cine similar to Adderall.

The first time I took the medicine,
everything clicked. I felt like I took off
sunglasses that had been glued to my
eyes for my whole life. With my medi-
cine, T could do school. I stopped dis-
rupting class, I didn’t zone out during,
lectures, I didn't need to be reminded
to stay on task and I started to re-
member things when I studied.

For years, as long as I took my meds,
1 didn't struggle in school.

But this year, two weeks before 1
was scheduled to take the ACT, the
bottle went dry. The ADHD medicine
shortage hit at the worst time, and [
had to scramble to try to find a pre-
scription.

It was like I was back in middle
school. T was thrown back into the
harsh reality of going through school
unmedicated. Just a couple of days be-
fore I had no issue paying attention in
class or taking notes or studying, but
now focusing for 45 minutes straight
felt like running an uphill marathon
without shoes. My grades started slip-
ping, and 1 knew that it 1 didu's got
my preseription filled soon, I'd never
be able to bring my grades back up. 1
felt the same feclings of helplessness,
anger and confusion - no matter how
hard I tried, nothing stuck.

My parents and I were constantly

EMPTY The ADHD medication shortage has plauged the country, leaving countless students without the

tools they need to succeed.

on the phone with pharma ying
to find somewhere that muld fulfill
my prescription. All of them had the
same response — no.

A whole week passed, and still, no
meds. With the ACT just days away,
T entered full-on panic mode. All of
the time I spent preparing for the test
would go down the drain if I couldn’t
get my prescription in time.

While my story has a happy ending,
many other students across the coun-
try were not as lucky. Fortunately,
one of the pharmacies told my doctor
they received a new shipment of Fo-
calin and I picked up my preseription
before the end of the week. If I had
a different doctor, lived in a different
city or took a different medication, I
would still be one of many students
suffering from the Nationwide ADHD
medication shortages.

Since the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) classifies all
ADHD medication as controlled sub-
stances, there’s a hard cap on how
much factories can produce. Recent-
ly, more and more people have been
diagnosed with ADHD, however the
DEA has not adequately adjusted the

production limitations. The govern-
ment administration that is supposed
to be keeping Americans safe is inad-
vertently harming students. Nobody
should have to go through school wor-
rying that their ability to learn will
suddenly disappear.

If you think you are experiencing
symptoms of ADHD — please go get
tested. It can't hurt. The Marksman
Wellness Center is full of profession-
als who will guide you through the
examination process.

It’s hard to truly realize how much
having ADHD negatively impacts
you until you experience life with the
2id of medication. If you are worried
about the side effects, do some re-
search. And don't just use the inter-
net— consult a medical professional.
When you think you have a cone
ion, you don't hesitate to get medical
help because going through life witl
one is incredibly difficult and could
severely damage your brain. So, why
is there a stigma against wkmg help
for ADHD treatments? If you can
help yourself live an easier, healthier
life, why wouldn't you?

Like I said, when you have ADHD,

PHOTO / WILL CLIFFORD

its like you have sunglasses glued to
your eyes. But, if you try going on
medication, the sunglasses will fall
off, and you will be able to see the
bright world the same as everyone

ADHD
BY THE NUMBERS

129 million

Kids between the age of 5-19 have
ADHD in the U.S.

7%
0f children diagnosed with ADHD
consistinly take medicine for treat-
ment

300%

Increase in the cost for some ADHD
medicines since the shortage
started.

TersonAL OewioN CowumMp

Will Clifford!

St. Mark’s School of Texas
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MS/JH-3A Sam Potts East Bernard
LA Linyang Lee St. Marl_(r':xic;hool of
5A Marie Wakefield Kingwood Park HS
6A Will Zwerneman Bryan High School
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For each other

For senior Linvang Lee. rowing is so much more than just a sport.
It’s a burning fire of heart and resilience in times of self doubt.

COMMENTARY ‘The thumbs up wasn't

enough to tell my quad how

dialed I was, though,
Tadded my pinky and

made a double surfer sign.
Twas so ready t

everything I had for them.
Twas so dialed,
Ibelieved,

LINVANG LEE

Monsging Edtor

Belief.
Our bodies — slumped. ‘That's what I love about
Ourlegs — burnt. Our rowing

‘The foundation of
rowing culture is that we
know each of us s putting
outand giving everything
we've got for the boat.

were already soaked with
sweat. Who cared if I had to
drive home with wet socks?
T could feel the heat
leaving my body, but my
legs and back were still
smoldering with lactic acid.
My chest was still
heaving, Sweat was still
dripping off my nose.
T closed my eyes. Still
trying to catch my breath.
‘The lactic acid just
wouldn't leave me alone.
Itburned the last it of
our row into my mind.
Thisis where you meet
God! Evan McGowan had
shouted from the launc
Any rational person
would've stopped a minute
into our piece.
But we kept pushing,
Straight through the pain
st for ourselves.

just doingit for me.
Because its for cach
other.

Linyang Lee:

St. Mark’s School of Texas

advisory to call attention

‘smoking up to15 cigarettes
came once again from the aday
‘megaphone.
Ididn't really hear it
Something about

In the aa years from 1972
02016, Americans lost
trustin each other — going

Time T, " from 45% to 30%
erness. Good swing. Dog  Photocourtsy Lingang Lee Surveys found that
mentality about half of U.S. adults
Theard one word though. report experiencing lone-
Believe. Ihad chills. My throat But Ian, our stroke seat, ‘That tylenol helped. Only me. liness — with some of the
was sore. I could barely eat.  pulled me aside after And orange juice. That fired me up. highest rates among young
‘And there I was. I've gota good feeling Ipopped a few Ricolas adults
Istepped out of the Sarasota, Florida. The day  about this race, he said. and stepped into the But we don't have tolive
hotel shower. Skin red before Nats. He believed. Eli and shower. Twas the firstat the race like that.
because I'd turned theheat  The practice row Hewes believed. Hey, no chills today. course. Find your team. Your
all the way up. s Astherestofthequad tribe.
Man, I was still cold. How was | going to race? Ithought of and upto your
Openingthe dooroutof  The light steady state night. ourtrailer, I smiled family. With your friends.
the steamy bathroom was  jacked my heart rateup. My I woke up the next Who would be crazy How're you feeling? They  Find a group of people
like stepping ntoa freezer. mind didn't work straight  morning, feelinga bit enough toracewitha fever?  asked oud race sick for.
‘Why did this have to atall. No amount of Ricola  better. Id stayed thenight  Whowould be erazyenough I gave a double thumbs Because that's how you

bappen? could save me. with my parents. toeven think about it? up. find belief.
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Landon Balliew,
MS/JH-3A Holden Sanchez, Albany High School
Rowdy New
LA Staff St. Mark's School of
Texas
Sydney Ortiz, Fallon h
5A Head, Tricia Darcy Kingwood Park HS
6A Staff James Bowie High

School
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Students support community following tornado

The tornado’s devastation wasn’t restricted to St. Mark’s campus. In fact, it tore through significant parts of the
Preston-Royal shopping center, damaging stores like the familiar Central Market.

BY NEIL YEPURI

The Central Market at Preston and Royal is a
Preston Hollow icon. Since 2012, it been serving the
community as a grocery store and servery, with fresh
food prepared each day

Employees there feel a very close connection to the
area - and their regular customers.

“The team that works there say that the people that
shop there are really family members to them," HEB
Managing Director of Public Affairs Mabrie Jackson
said. “They have deep relationships that go back many,
many years with the neighbors.”

So, when the October 2019 tornado hit, Jackson
and other Central Market team members sprang into
action. The store was near closing time at that point,
but still had some customers in the store on that
fateful Sunday night.

“When it hit, I was watching TV, and I grabbed my
husband and I said T'm driving’” Jackson said. “I didn't
know how we're going to get in there, because I knew
there was a ton of devastation.”

For Jackson, getting to the store and making sure
people were safe were her only priorities.

“Iwas actually driving through people’s front yards
inmy car to get as close to St Mark's as I could, because
there were trees on the roads and you couldn't get
through,” Jackson said. “And so 1 got to St Mark’s, got
out of the car and 1 told my husband, Just go drive and
somehow get to the store. I don't care how long it takes
you'”

Despite a treacherous scene of debris, fallen power
lines and police sectioning off the store, Jackson was
detemined. When she arrived at the store, she saw a
mess — the roof had been partially torn off of the
store, there was broken glass everywhere from fallen
items and the whole store was in a watery disarray.

But, in the days and weeks that followed, the
Central Market and HEB team's focus shifted. Instead
of worrying only about their own store's damage and
rebuilding efforts, they decided to open the Central
Market kitchen, serving first responders and neigh-
bors in the local community who were also reeling
from the disaster.

“When the neighbors were hurting, we were
hurting, and it just felt like a real bonding experience
foralot of people,” Jackson said.

Central Market mobilized quickly. The HEB mobile
kitchen was open on the morning of Tuesday Oct.
just over 24 hours after the initial hit on Sunday night.

“They were able to start breakfast, lunch and dinner
for the neighborhood, all the workers and police offi-
cers and anybody who was around there that needed
to eat,” Jackson said. “We had food for everybody, and
we were able to load up a bunch of pickup trucks and
stuff with bags of cleaning supplies and some food to
take toall of the neighbors nearby.”

However, the effort to distribute both food and
supplies couldn't have been accomplished  alone.

st o
Photo Courtesy John Ashton

The owner of Central Market, Stephen Butt, actually
reached out to the St. Mark's Community Service
department to ask for hel,

Marksmen were there, ready and able to answer
that call.

“(Stephen Butt) asked me if we could put together
a team of students to help pass food around here,”
Director of Community Service and Spanish instructor
Jorge Correa said. “They had set up an emergency
truck, with awhole full kitchen with stuffin it to cook *

The HEB workers needed hands and transpor-
tation to deliver this food to the community in the
surrounding area. So,

“I emailed our Community Service Board and
faculty” Correa said. “I copied faculty because I
thought that we would need more adults. We were
looking for anybody who could help.”

If people were going to organize and help out, it
wouldn't be on campus, meaning that Correa and the
board had to improvise.

“We were not allowed to come back on campus
because of the damages in the area,” Correa said. “We
had to walk all the way over to that corner where we

do McDonald’s week (near Central Market). Then, we
got instructions and food, and then we started start
driving around and helping out.”

Many of the people who were delivered food either
couldn't access their kitchen or couldn't make their
own food, which made the work that the Community
Service Board did that week all the more necessary

“I remember walking to the apartments over there
(on Royal) near where the fire station is,” Correa said
“Most of them were elderly. Those people ended up
with nothing to cook and no place to find food.”

‘The selflessness of those involved helped ease the
burden on the families and individuals whose homes
were damaged in the storm. Students were at the
center of that effort.

“We call St. Mark’s for assistance often, and they've
always been so helpful,” Jackson said. “You've just got
a great student body who understands that helping
others is a cornerstone of growth as you mature. It's
really nice to see a group of students that understand
the importance of coming to support the community
in terms of need.”

Linyang Lee;,
Lawrence
ardner,,

anickam,, Neil!
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STUDENT Az FINALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Alexis Lee Union Grove ISD
LA Joshua Goforth St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Mira Patel McCallum High School
6A Sophia Sepulveda Japeaawic High

School
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L.A. wildfires cause mass destruction page 3

District leaders plan transition from BLEND to Google Classroom page 6
Students, teachers from around the globe page 16-17

EDITORIAL: Amidst ICE raids, AISD must keep students safe page 31

Mira Patel

McCallum High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

MS/JH-3A Holden Sanchez Albany High School

Episcopal School of

LA Valentina Boltchi
Dallas

Julia Copas, Sophie
5A Leung-Lieu and McCallum High School
Francie Wilhelm

James Bowie High

6A Elizabeth Yowell School
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Francie Wilhelm:

McCallum High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Briana Westmoreland Union Grove ISD
LA Alexa Sardifia Episcopal School of

Dallas

Hendrickson High

5A Cylee Clemente School

James Bowie High

6A Sophia Sepulveda School




Cylee Clemente:

Hendrickson High School
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MS/JH-3A Gabby Lopez Albany High School
LA Michael Jiminez, St. Mark's School of
Weston Chance Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
6A Manasa Borra Coppell High School
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MS/JH-3A Avery Everitt Albany High School
4A Hilton Sampson Qb Marl_(r':xic;hool g
5A Mira Patel McCallum High School
6A Manasa Borra Coppell High School
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CONFRONTING
AN EPIDEMIC
OF ISOLATION

As social media reshapes modern relationships, young mer
isolation. Experts, students and alumni reflecton the challe
deep connections in a fast-paced. digital world.

- Hilton Sampsom

|
1 St. Mark’s School of Texas
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL

Jamie Russell &

MS/JH-3A . . Union Grove ISD
Briana Bowling
4A Hilton Sampson St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Kaitlyn Sitton Kingwood Park HS

6A Cooper Seaver McNeil High School
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Bailee Hosak &

Natalie Pritchett Union Grove ISD

MS/JH-3A

St. Mark's School of

4A Kevin Ho, Andrew Ye
Texas

5A Sofia Saucedo MccCallum High School

6A Cooper Seaver McNeil High School
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A 48-hour incentive scare

Baxa responds

Sofia Saucedo
social media specialist

After initially telling parents at a Campus
Advisory Council and PTSA meetings on
Monday Dec. 2 that McCallum was pausing
finlexam incentives and no oferng them
this semester, principal Andy Baxa on
Wednesday Dec. 4 informed the community
via email that the program would continue as
is for the fall semester and with stricter student
requirements to earn them in the spring

In an interview with the Shield on Tuesday
Dec. 3, Baxa explained his rationale for
terminating the exemptions. He said
the incentives aimed to improve student
attendance during the pandemic but that
attendance data showed that it was not
achieving its primary objective of improving
attendance and ultimately student learning.

“Final exam incentives were introduced as a
way to motivate students who were unmotivated
to engage with the curriculum;’ Baxa said.
“[They] were introduced during COVID so that
kids could feel motivated to log on. We decided
to continue this plan after COVID to see if it had
apositive impact on the students’ attendance and
tardies, and this was not true”

In addition to not achieving its intended
results, Baxa said that he felt the incentive
system undercut the school’ mission to
prepare students for i e igh school

ot having final exams kind of sets up
& il e o e 8 they move
forward in life after high school,” Baxa said.
“In life, you don't get to do 80% of the work
and skip the last 20%”

While Baxa still believes that the reasons

r discontinuing incentives are valid, the
community pushback since the Dec. 2

25/25 students said they
did not like the:
pause finals EEe

meetings persuaded him that it would be
unfair to end the program this semester. In
an email to parents on Dec. 4, Baxa said the
Google form to request an exemption (or a
1o harm final) would be available on Blend
this by the end of the day on Thursday Dec..
‘The Google form remained open until 5 p.m.
on Tuesday Dec. 1

After the Monday meeting explaining to
parents the concept for the new initiative, the
Shield posted a story on the MacJournalism
Instagram on Tuesday soliciting student
opinion on the decision to end the finals
incentive program. All 25 respondents to
the Instagram story said they were against
the new incentive plan, and nearly half of
them (48%) said they were unaware that the
administration had ended the finals incentive
plan until the story was posted.

One of those respondents, junior Chloe
Verastegui, said in a subsequent interview
with the Shield that the final incentive plan
was flawed from the beginning because it was
never going to accomplish its intended goal.

“I think people are going to skip regardless
of any type of bribery or policies that are put
in place;” Verastegui sai

She added that she thought it was unfair for
the administration to announce the removal
of a policy pertaining to finals two weeks
before students began testing.

“Its upsetting because even though some
people haven't kept up their attendance,
there’s a lot of people who have just to
exempt a final,” Verastegui said. “There are
people who are struggling and are relying on
exemptions so to randomly find out so close
to finals i just very annoying when you were
already planning on what to exempt.

Baxa told the Shield in an interview
conducted before reinstating the final

AMAM

0,
48%

13/25 <.!udcms said they
learned of the proposal to

pavse findls incentives from
the MacJ Instagram story,

to community concern by reinstanting no-ris

Exam

SECTION ONE

During what period did
Roman Republic
Napoleonic Europe 41
Soviet Union :

wzs
h of the Mllowing was NG

incentives that the administration was
considering getting rid of the exemptions
over summer break.

“It was something the administration
leadership team looked at over the summer

5

and talked about at the beginning of the year,

Baxa said.

He admitted that the administration should
have communicated the change more clearly.
“I will adrmit that communication should

have been better;” Baxa said.

Baxa initially thought the school had not
communicated that incentives would be in
place this year, but a parent pointed out that
information about the final exam incentive
‘was on the school website.
first I wondered, ‘Who ever said they were
going to have final exam incentives?” Bax;
oD 4. “Honeves e Sling el mday,

a parent pointed out to me that ous
s ther il inalexam incentives”

Baxa also discovered that final incentives
were a topic presented during the school’

still

final exam pol

advisory lessons.
“When I looked back on our September
third advisory lesson, it left some ambiguity

in there [about the final incentive program].

After discovering this news, Baxa ultimately
decided it would be unfair to go against what
students were told throughout the year, and
reinstated the final exam incentives.

Ultimately, T had to go back on what my
intentions were this semester and look back
on what we publicly have posted,” Baxa said.

Sofia Saucedo

McCallum High School
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MS/JH-3A Sara Clark Vanguard College Prep
Charlotte Traylor, Episcopal School of
4A o
Jamie Henderson Dallas
5A Lillian Gray McCallum High School
6A Vivi Lopez Stern JPFESBoNIE HIgs

School
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Cost of consumption

it maratills S e [t S
Growing popularity of reusable wa
This begs the question, if the cup is so
durable and should last for such a long
time, why are consumers collecting and
buying multiple cups?

o sarees athough the company knows

Lillian Gray
staff reporter

The reusable water bottl, a staple for
an environmentally friendly lifesty

v k cups in a way that makes consumers want
to buy more. Stanley has posted videos

Stanleys, have taken over the internet

and consumers' wallets. As social

medis quickly promotes these

onsumers rush t

to get their hands on

st bottle despite already

owning one, which makes the

cco-conscious goal pointless
According to CBS News, Stanley

the company behind the latest

water bottle trend, made an ’

estimated $750 million last

compared

stores
the lat

0§70 million

before 2020, The

trendy Stanley
the

only reus:

y reusable
water bottles that

had their moment
of internet fame.
y

started to go out of style,
buyers moved onto other
cups like Stanleys.

‘The quick change from
bottle fo bottle due to
internet popularity totally
defeats the purpose of water
bottles in the first place
The use of reusable water
bottles is to decrease the use
of plastic water bottles and
reduce waste. But with our
culture of moving on from
things so quickly and buying
the new popular item, it seems to

to grow in popularity, I have known
‘multiple people who have bought more
one Stanley. I don't understand
this since I have had the same water
bottle for over a year and, it still works
just like it did when I got it. Stanleys
also say that their cups “last a lifetime;’
which has been proven to be true due fo

caught in a car fire and surviving, barely
damaged, a story she relayed on Tik Tok.

has become discontinued due to its high

get the cup. Now the cups are selling for
over $300 on resale sites

As the Stanley company continues to
build hype around the bottle and market
it as a collectible and not a way to combat
harmful plastic water bottles, people will
continue to buy more than they need.

fluencers

videos showing
off their Stanley
cup collection that
consists sometimes
of 10 or more cups.
Even though
people are buying

Stanley revenue

$800
million

consumers want
to buy more,

er bottles defeats intended purpose

reusable water bottles due to these trends,
which should be a positive effect of the
hype; instead, overbuying the water
bottles and getting more than what people
actually need is having a negative impact
on the environment.

Although I believe that water bottles are
a good way to combat plastic waste, they
have become too much of a trend to the

bottle, but should
try to keep it fo
along time and
not just get rid
of it as soon as
the newest tren

educe waste
but it seems that the growth of these trends
Lead people to buy them in excess, which
creates more waste

$600
miltion

$400

$200
miltion

g 2019

2020 2021 2022 2023

Lillian Gray/

McCallum High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Avery Everitt Albany High School
LA Hilton Sampson, St. Mark's School of
Joshua Goforth Texas
5A
6A Peyton Dorsey Jamessiz\;v::le High
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Peyton Dorseyy

James Bowie High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Zoey Johnston Union Grove ISD
o Brownsboro High
4A Jinjer Royce School
5A Mira Patel McCallum High School

6A Joseph Larios Lamar High School
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Mira Patel

McCallum High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Julia Vega Albany High School
LA Winston Lin St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Kiani Ramirez Port Neches-Groves
6A Katie Grumet JeprE=powie Higl

School
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Kiani Ramirez:
Port Neches-Groves
High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Julia Vega Albany High School
LA Winston Lin St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Sophia Manos McCallum High School
6A Stacy Duong Midway High School




*'Sophia Manos:

McCallum
High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Chloe Raabe East Bernard
4A

Hendrickson High

5A Andrea Foster School

6A Stacy Duong Midway High School
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-—IChloe Raabe:
East Bernard
High School




Cpoters \cmon Pioro
ALt

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Jaxon Ledbetter Union Grove ISD
LA Winston Lin St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Jasmine Birge Port Neches-Groves

6A Aubree Denton Midway High School




CporTs ACT\ON VHO“[’O

| ; Jasmine Birge:

Port Neches-Groves
High School



Cporrs FeAture Proto
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A lliana Robles East Bernard
4A Sophie Guenther Seminole High School
5A Izzy Zeig Port Neches-Groves
6A Will Olenick HmesRawvieHigh
School




1zzy Zeig

Port Neches-Groves
High School




VorarzAT FnALgTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Jamie Russell Union Grove ISD
LA Winston Lin St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
6A Elizabeth Cohorn Prosper High School




Winston Lim

St. Mark’s School of Texas




Provo Vorrrouo FNAusTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Jamie Russell Union Grove ISD
LA Winston Lin St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Celia Ruiz Port Neches-Groves
GA Ryan Zuniga James Bowie High

School
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Celia Ruiz:

Port Neches-Groves
High School




HeADLINES FINALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Staff Union Grove ISD
LA Staff Episcopal School of
Dallas
5A Staff McCallum High School
GA Staff James Bowie High

School
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Union Grove ISD






LeNerAL News Story
ALt

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
s Willow Springs Adelynn Pickard, Taylor
MS/JH-4A Middle School Hanna
z Christopher
5A Walnu;ccl:ng High Munchmeyer and
Hudson Acosta
6A Coppell High School Staff




LENeRAL News Storey
» =

Anoushka Sharma, lan Sullivan, Sai.Sashank:
Cherukuri, Larry Liu, Jack'Mancuso ©

Coppell High School



GenerAL News Jimna
ALt

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

MS/JH-4A Buffalo High School Yuliet Gonzalez

Cedar Park High

25 School

Jack Cooper

6A Coppell High School Larry Liu




Coppell High School



LENERAL FEATURE [WJiTNG&
ALt

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

MS/JH-4A Buffalo High School Ashtyn Barzda

Cedar Park High

School Mia Morneault

5A

Emma Duong and

GA Hebron High School Marcelo Sanchez
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Mia Morneault:

Cedar Park High School




LENERAL SporTs JrimiNa
NALISTS

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Buffalo High School Liliana Ramirez
5A Lufkin High School Kate Amend
. Colton Boston &
6A Prosper High School Bradston Swick




LENERAL SporTty [JrimNéa

Lufkin High School



FeAture Stord FNALISTS

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Salado Eme Black
Walnut Grove High .

5A School Emma McQuitty

6A Prosper High School g bl

Bradston Swick
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Nuala Adams and/Bradston'Swick k«

Prosper High School



DocumentArY FnALsT:

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Salado Eme Black
Walnut Grove High .

5A School Emma McQuitty

6A Prosper High School g bl

Bradston Swick




DocumentARY

C.J. Larremore:

Salado High School



LeNerAL Sporrs Story
ALt

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Fairfield High School Christopher Mettlen
5A Lufkin High School Kate Amend
6A Prosper High School Cali Swick




LeNerAL Sporers Story

Prosper High School



Crorry Feature Story
NALISTE

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/IH-4A "hvd:g:‘;:iz::gf Aiden gz:‘er; ::rr‘emiah
s | Hertage igh School | Jarkecn Wikivmeon,
GA Prosper High School Madi Koepp & Bradston

Swick




Sporry FeATure Story

Jac

Heritage High School



Auctorz TeAM PreesenTtATION
ALt

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
s Willow Springs Charlie Mata, Camryn
MS/JH-4A Middle School Barney
5A Cedar R CPHS News Staff
School
GA Prosper High School Bradston Swick & Isabel

Multer
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Bradston Sxmnl«amusabbbm Iter:r

Prosper High School




LreArhics FINALISTE

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A
5A Leander ISD Kyran Botello
6A Westlake High School Devin Schueppert
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THINGS UP...

Kyran Botello>

Rouse HS



CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Salado Segiv Eldridge
5A Leander ISD David Moon
-~ L Maxwell Lee, Ricky
6A Rock Hill High School Yanez, Brian Telles
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LET'S SAVE TEXAS.....
TOGETHER!!!

ecareoftexas.org to Iearn more about how
co-friendly actions to protect Texas

Segw E]thmae

Salado High School




TechnicAL DirecTiNG FINALSTS

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Willow Springs

Middle School Staff

MS/JH-4A

Walnut Grove High

=5 School

Ryan Shelton

6A Westlake High School Braden Peays
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Westlake High School



INTzE SeueNce FINALISTS

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

MS/JH-4A Salado Tait Bailee

Daniel Trevino &

5A Reedy Summer Sherred

6A Rock Hill High School Maxwell Lee
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Maxwell Lee:

Rock Hill High School




DAt \uNouncemenTs
NALISTE,

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
s Wakeland High Caroline Angle, Ella
MS/JH-4A School Lundy
5A Heritage High School Kaelyn Johnson
6A Allen High School =LA Le"g::;:’ I
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Allen High School
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CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

MS/JH-4A Kilgore High School Yoselin Canchola

Cedar Park High

28 School

Kyra Cox

6A Rock Hill High School Aiden Richmond
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Aiden Richmond!

Rock Hill High School



CreciAL (OVERAGE FINALISTS

CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS
MS/JH-4A Kilgore High School Nate Perez
5A Leander ISD Davin Kim, Aidan
Plante
. s Bryson Kahindo, Liam
6A s i Pagano, Khloe Pajaron,

School

Kiri Bunch
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Davin Kim and/Aiden Plante«

Rouse HS
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CONFERENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Brownsboro High

School Landen Adame

MS/JH-4A

Walnut Grove High

= School

Blake Schallmo

6A Rock Hill High School Aiden Richmond




Blake Schallmo>
Walnut Grove High School
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News WJramna FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
; Fairfield High
MS/JH-3A Bailey Holland School
Kevin Ho, Andrew | St. Mark's School
4A
Ye of Texas
6A Logan Day & Caney Creek High

Breshad Robinson School




News Wamnea

Logan Day
and Breshad
Robinson

Caney Creek
High School



News FeATure FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH-3A Ashtyn Barzda B“ﬁi{;ﬂfg"
4A SI.:xrrjrl;I :szzf,:ll:i;:\ouna an M:; ﬁ:xi‘:‘ool
Goforth
5A Priya Thoppil MCCglcl::r:o:-ligh
6A Leslie Benitez Caney Creek High

School




News Fearuree

Priya
Thoppil

McCallum
High School



EororiAL pJramina

FnAugTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Jaxon Hardin o
School
4A Riley McGaw Stephenville HS
: . McCallum High
5A Lanie Sepehri School
6A Ethan Chatelain prasper High

School




EowroriAL Jrimnea

Lanie
Se pe h ri A rampage of rules

Constantly changing policies erodes trust, norms

McCallum
High School




Crorzry News Story
FnAugTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
d Kynzee Payne and Fairfield High
MS/JH-3A Johnnie Sims School
LA Sain MBhss St. Mark's School
of Texas
5A Tricia Darcy Kingwood Park HS
GA Logan Day Caney Creek High

School




Crorere News Story

Dayton, Kingwood Park boys dominate |
field at District Championships |

Tricia
Darcy

Kingwood Park
High School




Crorry FeAture STowry
NALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Liliana Ramirez o
School
4A Sophia Lopez Stephenville HS
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
Caney Creek High
6A Logan Day School




Cporery FeATure
Crory

Kingwood Park
High School

Pushing through pain |

Kendall and Courtney Daniel form unbreakable bond after
near-fatal car crash.

s Ortiz, Sports Editor
December 18, 2024

Kendall Daniel cheers her younger sister Courtney on in the shot put at the 2023 UIL State Track & Field
Championships. Photo courtesy of Courtney Daniel.




FeAture e FnAusts

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Fairfield High
MS/JH-3A Casey Couture School
4A Linyang Lee, St. Mark's School
Joseph Sun, Eric Yi of Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
GA Logan Day Caney Creek High

School




FeAtute Mzmuaf

Linyang
Lee,
Joseph
Sun, Eric Yi +
Spreading warmth amidst winter

St. Mark's School storms i
Of’ T eX a S Linyang Lee, Joseph Sun, and Eric Yi
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FnAugTe

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Buffalo High
MS/JH-3A Ashtyn Barzda School
4 Pleasant Grove
4A Madison Herbert High School
5A Elizabeth Nation feCaiium High
School
6A Krista Fleming spren High

School




NTERTANMENT

@ ] “Agatha All Along” is a bewitching

Krista

September 23,2024

Hebron High
School

Marvels next big hit, “Agatha All Along” takes viewers on a witty and intriguing journey in an epic continuation of
“WandaVision!" | cannot wait to see what happens farther “Down the Witches' Road.” (Photo via Disney+)
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FnAugTe

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Nadia Hoskins Fairfield High
School
Kevin Ho, Kayden St. Mark's School of
LA
Zhong Texas
5A Elizabeth Nation Ao G a1 LG
School
6GA Katherine Dale Vandegrift High

School
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FeAvutre

Katherine

Note-worthy musician: Sophomore creates
D a I e band centered around traditional Chinese

instrument

Vandegrift P —
High School B




Voo Suvgetow ALt

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Staff Harmony Sc.hool of
Innovation
4A Dani Perez AN e H BN
School
5A Staff Texas High School
GA Logan Day Caney Creek High

School




Trovo SupggHow

Annie Smith, @®

Yaniera
Mendoza, Leah
Crow, Grant
Spicher, Caden
Jackson

Texas High School




TersoNAL (OLuMN

FnAusTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Alayah Walker Harmony Sc.hool of
Innovation
&A Noah Cathey St. Mark's School of
Texas
SA Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
6A Aicha'Rachid Vandegrift High

School




VerzsonAL Corumy)

Sydney
Ortiz

Kingwood Park
High School

‘ Escaping shadow of sisters a challenge to
embrace

| Sydney Ortiz, Staff Writer
May 28, 2024

Sydney Ortiz, along with photos of her with her sister Kathleen Ortiz and her sister Maya Ortiz. Photos submitted by
Sydney Ortiz.




PersonAL Oewion (otumn
FnAugTg

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Hallettsville High
MS/JH-3A Adalyn Pohl ok 2
4A Sumiko Lemari Lampasas High
School
5A Mia Morneault Cedar Park High
School
6A Deepali Coppell High School
Kanchanavally PP 9
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Content Farms

Mia
Morneault

Cedar Park
Igh School
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Crorrs (owumMN FINALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A
LA Akasi'Mahitkans St. Mark's School of
Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS

6A Gavin Lambert Hebron High School




Crorrs ( OLUMN

A fitting end: Defeating our biggest
rival

A k a s h fei '
Manickam M

St. Mark's School
of Texas




IN Deevt News FeAturze
ACKAGE FINALISTES

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Bethany George, Callie
MS/JH-3A Morgan, Carlos Garcia, Fairfield High School
Casey Couture
LA Daniela Duran & Sophia Stephenville HS
Lopez

Jane Yermakov, Rania

5A Adil, Kyra Cox & Michael | Cedar Park High School

Moracchi
6A Staff Caney Creek High

School




Iv Vet News /Fearurze
TACKAGE

Staff —

Burnout leads to trouble making choices, decision fatique

C a n ey C r e e k Report shows effects from burnout could be self-causing problem
. F } Breshad Robinson, Opinion Editor
High School




(oMpuTER 2T FINALISTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Bailey Holland Fairfield High School
4A Riley MgGaw Stephenville HS
5A
6A Olive Trevino JanEPowieHigh

School




ComputErR T

Olive
Trevino

James

Bowl|e

High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Bailey Holland Fairfield High School
4A Cinthia Yanez Seminole High School
5A Claire Slaydon Kingwood Park HS
6A Juno Clark Legacy High School
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‘ Adv1sory Changes... Again ‘

Juno
Clark

Legacy
High School




INFoarAPHIC SIDEBATZ
FnAugTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Olivia Moore Sl Sc.h ool of
Innovation
4A
5A Chloe Lewcock McCallum High School
6A Elizabeth Yowell James Bowie High
School




INFoarAPHIC /S IDERBATZ

C h I Oe Eat, sleep, bike, repeat
LeWCOCK [
M C Ca | | um f?) Chloe Lewcock, editor-in-chief
. January 28, 2025
High School




Mu LTIMEDIA 'PACKAé(E
FnAugTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A
4A Hilton Sa!npson, Wwill St. Mark's School of
Clifford Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS

Lourdes Hernandez,
6A Julia Bychowski, Mary Vandegrift High School
Bahrami
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Sydney
Ortiz

Kingwood Park
High School
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Kingwood copes with Hurricane Beryl aftermath
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A
4A Hilton Sampson, Will St. Mark's School of
Clifford Texas
5A Sydney Ortiz Kingwood Park HS
Lourdes Hernandez,
6A Julia Bychowski, Mary Vandegrift High School

Bahrami




Screen Time

Dylan
Spiegelman

Carroll Senior
High School




LENerAL News Proto
FnAugTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Elizabeth Correll QAT Sc.h colie,
Innovation
4A
5A Nate Williams McCallum High School
GA Logan Day Caney Creek High

School
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FeAture Proto FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A
4A Dani Perez Seminole High School
5A Celia Ruiz Port Neches-Groves
6A Jorge Ventura paneygrecic High

School




Celia Ruiz

Port Neches-Groves
High School




EnTeTANMENT PhoTo
FnAugTs

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Alayah Walker HarT::gvgziI:) ‘:'OI S
4A Morgan Parker Lampasas High School
5A Jozlyn Oglesbee Port Neches-Groves
6A Ella McDonald Willis High School




EntErTANMENT PHoTO

Jozlyn
Oglesbee

Port Neches-Groves
High School
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CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Ailyn Ruvalcaba Harnllno:gvgzil:) :'OI S
4A Sophie Guenther Seminole High School
5A Jozlyn Oglesbee Port Neches-Groves
6A Cash Arbury Willis High School
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Sophie
Guenther

Seminole
High School




Crorry Fearure Proto
NALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Martha Samano Harnllno:gvgzil:) :'OI S
4A Grant Casey Seminole High School
5A Zachary Ford Kingwood Park HS
6A Seth Johnson Vandegrift High School
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Vandegrift
High School




Trovo Vorrrouo FNALSTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A
4A Kylar Harcourt Stephenville HS
5A Annie Smith Texas High School
6A Cassidy Martinez Duncanville High School
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Annie
Smith

Texas
High School




HeAoungs FnALsTS

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/JH-3A Callie Morgan Fairfield High School
Cielo Puerta, Riley
4A McGaw, and Sophia Stephenville HS
Lopez
5A Staff McCallum High School
6A Staff Bryan High School
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JoJo Barnard, The elephant (not) in the (CFP) room
Chloe Lewcock,
Beatrix Lozach,
Z Overstreet and
Vera Petrowsky
McCallum High School

W



ToocAsT FANALISTE

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
Kaylen Sanchez and a
MS/JH-3A Tristan Cole Buffalo High School
4A Will Clifford St. Mark's School of
Texas
Azul Cepero Cortes,
5A Maggu.a Coulbguigrs A - McCallum High School
Deviney and Sadie
Roselle
6A Wendy'Le, Saiyars < Coppell High School

Hamza Zakir




Azul Cepero
Cortes, Maggie
Coulbourn, Ava

Deviney and — WIELALO —

: el
Sadie Roselle __ ESElnE —

McCallum High School




CociaL Mgp A Story
FnAugTe

CONFERENCE STUDENTS SCHOOL
MS/IH-3A Ski'f;sf::gigft“d Fairfield High School
4A
5A Staff McCallum High School

6A Panther Prints Staff Duncanville High School




CociaL MepA Stomrey

Julia Copas, FINAL SCORE
Tr I ste n D I a z, “m__If!\!IGHTS ) TIF.REAKERSET 16-14 e
Josie Linton, R 2 =il
Sienna Martens,
Callen Romell
and Maya
Tackett

McCallum High School
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Reese Mallett:

Legacy High School







Crorv oF
THe YeA-

Sydney Ortiz:

Kingwood Park High School

L :

i

Junior Grant McTaggart, who battled cancer as a child, plays on the high school golf team. He met Hall of Famer Craig Biggio, a spokesperson for the Sunshine Kids, when Grant was
undergoing chemotheraphy. Photo by Sydney Ortiz. Background photo of Grant with Biggio at St. Thomas High School by Melanie McTaggart. Background photo of Grant taking his

final chemotherapy pill by Melanie McTaggart.

Grant McTaggart tees up courageous fight

By Sydney Ortiz

Staff Writer
rant McTaggart watched as
his father stood a few feet
away and called Hall of
Famer Craig Biggio.

Grant had just taken his two daily
chemotherapy pills, each wrapped
in a Fruit Roll-Up by his mom
Melanie. That special touch and
the phone call to Grant’s favorite
baseball player were the only ways
the 3-year-old would swallow the
pills.

Biggio never answered the
phone. Grant’s father David never
actually dialed it. David had no
direct line to Biggio, but David
McTaggart knew that pretending
to brag about his 3-year-old son
to Biggio would convince Grant
to take the pills needed to save his
life.

Discovering the cancer

Grant was in Waco visiting his
paternal grandparents in 2009 when
he started running a low-grade
fever, and his stomach was notice-

ably distended.

“I just had a sort of mother’s
intuition and felt like something
wasn’t right,” Melanie McTaggart
said.

Grant’s parents took him to the
emergency room and got blood
work done on May 23, 2009. When
the results came
back abnormal,
David McTaggart
called his father,
a Waco patholo-
gist, to look at the
results.

Grant’s grand-
father Dave M.
McTaggart saw

“It was a big kick
in the fact, sort of | (i;cgan to shut
a reminder that
this was really
serious and he
may not make

were relieved with how well it
went. Grant’s cancer became the
focus of the McTaggarts’ lives.
They spent more of their days at
Texas Children’s Hospital than they
did at their home.

The calm lasted only two months.

Serious setback
In August of that
year, Grant’s bow-

down. The doctors
decided to do a
24-hour infusion
of methotrexate.
The infusion went
into his spine and

the leukemia cells it, he may not then into his brain.
and diagnosed survive this.” Normally it flushes
Grant with Acute out, but Grant’s
Lymphoblastic David McTaggart, father of did not. It caused
Leukemia at 2 a.m. junior Grant McTaggart major damage to

the next morning.

“Initially it was
kind of like life stopped and I was
in shock,” Grant’s dad said. “It just
didn’t seem real.”

The cancer treatment started
immediately, and the McTaggarts

his cerebellum,
the part of the
brain responsible for balance and
movement.
Grant lost his ability to talk and
walk.
“It was a big kick in the face,

sort of a reminder that this is really
serious and he may not make it,

he may not survive this,” David
McTaggart said.

Grant spent a full week in the
Texas Children’s Hospital intensive
care unit unable to eat or drink.
When he got out of the ICU he
started another round of chemo. He
also had to begin physical therapy.

Meeting Craig Biggio

As Grant continued to heal
through rehab and take his chemo-
therapy pills, his dad continued to
make daily calls to Biggio.

In September 2009, the most
unlikely connection was made.

Grant’s doctor, Dr. ZoAnn
Dreyer, was to be honored at St.
Thomas High School, where Big-
gio coached at the time. Dr. Dreyer
was friends with the Biggio family
and shared the story of how the
McTaggarts got Grant to take his
pills.

With the help of Biggio, Grant
was invited to help Biggio an-
nounce the award to Dr. Dreyer.
After the ceremony, Biggio spent




