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SESSION 651

CIE AND SOCIAL STUDIES:

JUDGING THE ESSAY

Discuss the rules quiding judging and the best practices
for how essays should be scored from Invitationals to
State.



WHAT'S NEW

NOTHING



WHAT'S NEW

Contestants may bring lined paperas long as itis presented to a
test proctor for inspection prior to the start of the contest.

Judges must read and assign a score individually before
conferring collectively to determine a final consensus score. If
there is more than one judge, each judge must read the essay
and assign a score individually.



- Cl&

40 objective questions (2 pts. each)

Essay (20 points)

60 minutes

Top score individual (objective plus essay)

Top score team (objective only; top three
individuals constitute team score)



2024-2025 READING

A Magnificent Catastrophe: The
Tumultuous Election of 1800,
America’s First Presidential
Campaign by Edward J. Larson,
2007

= SOCIAL STUDIES

45 objective questions = 80 total points
Essay (20 points)

90 minutes

Top score individual (objective plus essay)

Top score team (objective only; top three
individuals constitute team score)



ABOUT INDIVIDUAL SCORING

e Objective + essay score.

 Only top eight objective scorers advance to
essay round.



ABOUT INDIVIDUA
OBJECTIVE QUEST

Britney — 32
Lindsay - 30
Tara-28

Juan-27/

Jayden - 26
Sophia - 26
Nicole - 25
Hilary - 24

. SCORING
ONS
Noah - 23
Jacob - 22

Mary-Kate —21

All other contestants answered
fewer than 21 correctly.

Top eight advance to the essay round.



ABOUT INDIVIDUAL SCOR

N G

ADD THE ESSAY QUESTIONS

BRITNEY
LINDSEY
TARA
JUAN
JAYDEN
SOPHIA
NICOLE
HILARY

32
30
28
2/
26
26
25
24

10
10

O W O1 2 0o

37/
37/
33
37/
34
3
28
33



THE NUMBERS: STATE 2024

Objective score average | 29.3*

(2023: 28.8)(2022: 25.82)(2021: 25.4)(2019: 25.2)(2018: 27.5)
(2017:31.3)(2016: 27.6) (2015: 32.3)

High | 37*
Low | 177

Essay score average | 5.9*

(2023:5.7)(2022: 6.5)(2021: 5.9)(2019: 5.7) (2018: 6.3)
(2017:5.2)(2016:4.7)(2015: 5.6)

High [ 8.5* (n=1)
ow | 1% (n=1)

*In 2024, the points doubled. They have been cut in half for comparative purposes.



THE NUMBERS: STATE 2024

1A 2A 3A 4A S5A 6A Average
Contestants 24 24 22 24 26 24 24.0
High Overall 83 81 90 85 89 84 85.3
High Objective 66 70 72 72 74 74 71.3
Low Objective 34 46 38 36 52 16 37.0
High Essay 17 16 18 17 19 16 17.2

Low Essay o 4 11 8 2 9 6./



LET'S LOOK AT CLASS 6A IN 2019

Four people tied for first place based on an objective score of 31. We'll
call them Alpha, Beta, Delta and Gamma.

Alpha was a CI&E studdette. She gota 7 on the essay and remained in
first place.

However, Beta, Delta and Gamma didn't do as well on the essay, scoring
6,5 and 4.5 respectively.



LET'S LOOK AT CLASS 6A 2019

Leta, who scored a 29 on the objective portion and was in sixth place,
however, scored an 8 on the essay.

Alpha 31 1 7 38 1 0
Beta 31 1 6 37 4 -3
Gamma 31 1 5 36 5 -4
Delta 31 1 4.5 35.5 -7
Epsilon 30 5 7 37 3 +2
Zeta 29 6 8 37 2 +4
Eta 29 6 6 35 -7
Theta 28 8 8 36 6 +2




LET'S LOOK AT 2024

CHANGE IN PLACE

Final Place n

1 -1 T 1
2 6 1 1
3 1(B) 4 2 1 1
4 1(A) 1 1 4 3 2
5 1 3 2 2 3 1
6 2 5 1 1 1

Final place is objective plus essay.
(a) Positive numbers indicate moving up from, for example, seventh
place to third (+3). (b) Negative numbers indicate moving down from,

for example, first place to forth (-3).



TIES

o Qverall all six classifications in 2024 at State Meet, we had
(out of 144) or 36% involved in a tie.

o Qverall all six classifications in 2023 at State Meet, we had
(out of 155) or 28% involved in a tie.

e In2023in Class 1A, there was a for fourth place.
e In2023in Class 5A, there was a for second place.
e [n2023in Class 6A, there was a for sixth place and

a for second place.



SOCIAL STUDIES
GRADING THE ESSAY

Contestants who do not write an essay will be disqualified. Any
essay that does not demonstrate a sincere effort to discuss the
assigned topic will be disqualified.

The rankings of essays will be based primarily on how well the
topic has been addressed.
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TH
FOR TH

PROCESS

= STUD

ENTS

Read the essay prompt.

Take the test.

Read the essay prompt.
Write an outline.

Read the prompt.
Write a draft.

Read the prompt.

Edit and rewrite.



THE PROCESS
FOR THE JUDGES

Read the essay prompt.

Freak out.



D T H

- PROMPTS




THE JUDGING PROCESS

* Divide the papers among the judges.
» Each judge should read and assign a score individually without
conferring with the other judges.







THE JUDGING PROCESS

After all judges have read all the papers and individually assigned scores,
compare results and develop a consensus score.
Mark the scores on the paper / rubric.
Provide students with constructive criticism.



THE JUDG

Mark the scores on the pap

Rubric

jaor dhie LIGLE Essay

ludges may award all o) no points. This is a working document Jur as many as threg judges.
Final poinis are a compromise among judges, MU' A RUNNING FOLNT TULAL or pure
paint averaging, Return this form tno the student with the ohjective nortlon of the conzest.

W Points AWARDED:

An 810 ESSAY opens with 3 declarative
sla:cmc ‘1 I'mt extends the prampt withou!
re-ster The thesis i supported by cub
s mua] xck fantinformaction thet analyzes
the prampt from a aige of ;wrfpec Ives
—lurtnn’plt political secial, cultural and
cconomic. It does not provide a mere shop
ping list of facta It inteprets the tacrs with-
put edittrializing The essay is well mmen
and vrganized with fow spelling, Zramma

OF punectuation #rrars. The essay is clear,
pn».-ci;c and succlncr.

A 5-7 ESSAY ulfers a clear thesis with lim
ited devalopment. 1t either deals with o-e
aspect in depth or will: all aspects mora
supechicialy while providing limited analy-
£15. Lienerally gond writing and organization
skills displaved. May contain errors of focr

that do not seriou: 1])' detract from the quality

of the essay

A 2-4 ESSAY lacks a thess or presents & con-
used v undeveloped thesis, It deals with
the promptin a supe-ticial way and offe; s
no analysis. Instead, it tesds (o editorizlizs
May cantain major fact errors, dispay poot
writing skills and rely on bieated, pruten-
tous language.

A O-1 ESSAY displays litt'e ¢r no under-
standing af the prompt '| he response is
voorly writle: and organkzed and may cor -
rain significant fRct, granunar, punctuation
and/or spelling errors that detract from the
clarity of the response

Judge 1 Judge 2 Judge 3 Consensus
-~y ) -

__03A Al et ,;_1_7 = Gj\ Cz

Comments:

- Lacked hesi s
ded mere (Jwr@_d P

53 {\\e 0. <
\,"‘l
-
OVERALL ESSAY SCORE .2
(Maximum of 10 points) !
'8

OBJECTIVE SCORE _ X \¢
(stere from Lhe ob)ective
portion of the test)

OVERALL SCORE & °
(add essay score
10 okjective scure)




THE JUDGING PROCESS

In a three-person judging panel, must every judge grade
each essay? f more than one person judges essays, make
certain that judges reach agreement on which essay is the best.
Do not rely solely on point totals. One judge may be more
stringent than another. It is possible that a weaker essay, graded
by a more lenient judge, can be awarded more points than a
stronger essay, graded by a more strict judge.




WHAT'S NEW

Judges must read and assign a score individually
conferring collectively to determine a final consensus score. If

there is more than one judge, each judge must read the essay
and assign a score individually.



A PROMPT

CURRENTISSUES AND EVENTS

The U.S. economy, the world's third-largest economy, is strong. The Gross
Domestic Product is growing at about 2.6% per year. Unemployment was only
3.8% in February. Inflation is only 2.2%. While the national debt is about

$22 trillion, 113 percent of GDP, most economists say that is only unhealthy for
short periods.

Not all other countries have economies that are that healthy.

Pick three other countries — not the United States — and discuss economic

nroblems they have been having so far this academic year and the sociopolitical
situations surrounding them.




THE PROMPT

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS

The academic year has been a year of social movements including,
out not limited to, #metoo, #timesup, #neveragain,
#blacklivesmatter, #nobannowall. Some of these started in 2017 or
2018. Some are decades old but got new life this year. Pick two or
three of the movements active this academic year and discuss the
circumstances surrounding each.







THE PROMPT

SOCIALSTUDIES

Just as Gandhi’s actions drew inspiration from Henry David Thoreau's
views on passive resistance so too did his ideas influence Martin Luther
King Jr.s approach to affecting change. These beliefs and their
accompanying tactics were emulated by numerous movements around
the world and in the United States. Discuss the use, effectiveness, and
limitations of passive resistance in advancing the causes of U.S. civil
rights movements.




THE PROMPT

SOCIAL STUDIES

"SNCC s special because we are young. We're 17,18, 19, 20, 21 year-olds. Most of us have
dropped out of school so we're no longer students, but we don't have mortgages, we don't
have car payments, we don't have families, we don't have husbands and wives and children,
so we can do these things. And because we're young we are also foolish and we are willing to
take risk.”

-Julian Bond, The Century: America's Time

Many young people likened their work in the black civil rights movement to military service
insomuch that they may have to lay down their lives in order to achieve victory. However, the
same youthful exuberance that energized campaigns also led to eventual fissures in the
overall movement. Younger leaders felt stymied by the glacial pace of reform seemingly
endorsed by their elders and sought more aggressive, sometimes militant, tactics. Discuss the
impact youth had on the black civil rights efforts in the United States. Be sure to mention key
individuals, groups, and events that accelerated and/or hindered the movement.



LET'S TRY IT



LET'S TRY IT

Read essay

Assign ita score — ON YOUR OWN. Write that score down
where only you can see it. Do NOT reveal your individual
score to anyone.

Getinagroup of three

Review the essay's strengths and weaknesses

Assign ita score = AS A GROUP. Write that score down.

We'll discuss as a large group.






THE PROMPT

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS

Public education advocates created a wish list of issues they wanted Texas legislators

to prioritize. Topping that list was increasing state |

unding for pu

funding isn't the only education-related issue on t

ne agenda of t

vlic schools. But

ne Texas Legislature

orthe U.S. Legislature. While the establishment of education is one of the powers

reserved to the states, members of both the executive and legislative branches at the

national level have tried to make changes in various aspects of

system. In addition to funding, pick two issues at the state anc

the educational

[or federal level that

relate to K-12 education in Texas. Discuss the political, economic, social and cultural

aspects of all three issues (funding and two others of your choice) in a well-

organized and informative essay.



TH

- ESSAY




THE ESSAY

WHAT SCORE WOULD YOU ASSIGN IT — 0-107?



TH

- ESSAY




THE ESSAY

LET'S LOOK AT ANOTHER ONE



TH

- ESSAY
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THE ESSAY

WHAT SCORE WOULD YOU ASSIGN IT — 0-107?






TH

- ESSAY




THE PROMPT

CURRENTISSUES AND EVENTS

The year 1992 might have been the first to get the label “Year of the Woman”
after the election of a number of female senators and the hotly contested
Senate confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas
when Anita Hill raised concern about the dominance of men in the Senate.
However, when historians look back, they'll unquestionably view the
academic year 2018-2019 as a year of the woman as well.

Using substantial, relevant information and varying national and
international perspectives (political, social, cultural, economic) with at least
three specific examples, analyze the idea that 2018-2019 was another "Year
of the Woman"



GRADE TH

- SSAY

Women also celebrated big successes in sports and science.

Sarah Thomas was the first female official to work in NFL postseason
history. It was only last summer when two black women became the first time
two women to officiate an NBA game together. The NBA got its first female
referee in 1997. And last fall, the NBA promoted five referees to full-time status,
including the fourth and fifth women in league history to achieve full-time status.

NASA astronauts Anne McClain and Christina Koch we’re set to make

history on March 29 as the first all-female crew to perform a spacewalk at the

International Space Station. NASA said the spacewalk was delayed, “due in part

to spacesuit availability.”




GRAD

= TH

- SSAY




THE PROMPT

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS

The statement from the White House on Jan. 20 began, “President Biden is
sending a bill to Congress on day one to restore humanity and American values
to ourimmigration system.” But over the next few months, what happened
along America’s southern border, a border with Mexico, was frustrating for the
Biden administration as well as state and local officials and seen as anything
but humane by observers from both parties.

Describe some of the challenges local, state and federal officials have faced in
recent months along the border, what might be behind the problems at the
border and what is being done about these problems.”



GRAD

= TH

- SSAY




WHAT GRA

D E

DID YOU GIV

= | T7




GRADE THE ESSAY

| fear that this essay very heavily editorializes. Try to maintain an objective,
sort of analytical tone, at all times.- Make sure to organize the essay. Include
a thesis, separate paragraphs, and transitions.- Strive to add more specific
factuality. For example, what are the specific Trump policies that Biden has
reversed? Is Biden really advocating for an open border?

Essay needs a thesis and information to support that statement

Opening: No thesis just jump in to the essay...work on giving the readers a
roadmap for the essay. Cause of Problem: potentially new administration
roll back of past polices Challenges: Human trafficking, potential spikes in
Covid, State level man hours in law enforcement to Solutions: N/A



GRAD

= TH

- SSAY







WHAT GRA

D E

DID YOU GIV

= | T7




GRADE TH

- SSAY

Good writing. | appreciate this author writes with a little style
(say, that nice quip to end the essay).; - The essay is well-
written with a sound basis in facts. Each paragraph is driven
by logical analysis. - My only quibble is that the essay ignores

some major factors in t

chilo

dale C

ren €rossing anc

riving the situati

{

on.

ﬂ

ne current crisis: the numbers of

e conditions in Central America that



GRADE TH

- SSAY

SOCIALSTUDIES INVITATIONAL?

Put prompt here



GRAD

= TH

- SSAY




LOOK FOR ESSAYS THAT

Are simple and to the point.

Open with a clear statement.

Are organized.

Flow smoothly and move forward logically.
Use a conclusion to bring ideas full circle.
Don't rant.

Aren'tsilly.



CONTACT US

ANDREW BATES
abates@sabinepass.net
@mracademics

BRADLEY WILSON, PH.D.

bradleywilson08@gmail.com
@bradleywilson09



